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RUSE FAILED 


When you recently pleaded for renewal 
of my subscription, I substituted the name 
of a friend of mine, so as not to impair your 
subscription total. 

Evidently my ruse failed, because you 
continue to mail FLORIDA WILDLIFE to 
me as well. And since I continue to read 
it with relish, here is my dollar for the best 
magazine bargain in the U. S. A. 


R. A. JUNGEBLUT 
So. Miami 
LOST A SUBSCRIBER 

Thanks for your notice that it was time 
to renew my subscription. Guess I will not 
renew, although I admit the magazine is 
OK. But if there is not a change in the 
fishing laws, and the way they are handled, 
there will soon be no fish to be caught, and 
if there are no fish I will have to go out of 
business. I have fished the St. Johns River, 
man and boy, for 50 years, and I have at 
no period of that time seen the fishing worse 
than it is now. 

I am not a critic, and don’t criticize, but 
when trap-fishing was added to the destruc- 
tion of the fish, that was the last straw. I 
have been a commercial fisherman part of 
my time on the St. Johns River and I know 
commercial fishermen, also bootleg fisher- 
men, and when this river was opened up 
te traps, it gave them the chance of a life- 
time. A word to the wise is sufficient. 

I rent boats, sell bait, run a camp here, 
and talk to thousands of fishermen each sea- 
son. My business has dropped 60%_ this 
season in comparison to last year’s. The 
fishermen catch no fish—they quit going 
fishing. 

Before the traps were put it, I could catch 
all the bream, crappie, or bass that I want- 
ed... since then I have not been able to 
catch a bass or a decent mess of bream. 
Where are the fish? 

GERALD L. HENELY 
DeLand : 


(Continued on Page 33) 
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South Florida’s magnificent Ever- 


glades scenery. 
Photo by Florida News Bureau. 
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Bobwhite Quail, Florida’s No. 1 game bird, arc everywhere 


E COUNTY 


by PHIL FRANCIS 
First Of a Series 


AST year, Eddie Fitzpatrick, one of Lee County’s 

premier tarpon fishermen, had just finished sub- 

duing a 72-lb. silver king on a light flyrod 
after a somewhat frantic battle. As it happened, 
Eddie boated his prize alongside a bridge in full 
view of a number of witnesses, one of whom made 
a classic remark now treasured among fishermen. 
When Eddie bent over to remove his tiny flyrod 
plug from the huge jaw of the tarpon, one of the 
awed kibitzers above him leaned over and shouted 
down: 

“That's a dam’ lie!” 

Be that as it may, it’s no fabrication to say that 
Lee county is one of the foremost tarpon-fishing 
centers of the world. But Lee County is famed for 
more than its tarpon. With some 500 miles of shore- 
line, including both banks of the beautiful Caloosa- 
hatchee River, the Gulf of Mexico, the bays, and the 
numerous islands, Lee County is a natural for almost 
any type of angling. The numerous passes, inlets, 
creeks and rivers in the area provide ample feeding 
locations where many varieties of fish gather at all 
seasons of the year. Whether it’s trolling for tarpon, 
still-fishing for sheepshead, plug-casting for snook, or 
fly-fishing for sea trout, the fishing in Lee County 
must be rated as outstanding. 
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if is said that more tarpon are caught in these 
waters than in any other comparable area in the 
world. While such statements are not easily proved, 
it cannot be denied that there are no more famous 
tarpon spots than Boca Grande Pass, Captiva Pass, 
and the Caloosahatchee River. Lee County’s repu 
tation for tarpon is attested by the fact that the 
local Chamber of Commerce receives more inquiries 
about tarpon fishing than any other outdoor recre- 
ation. This reputation is a solid one. Tarpon are 
permanent, year-round residents, particularly in the 
Caloosahatchee River and the spring run brings 
more of them in unbelievable numbers each year. I, 
myself, have seen tarpon so thick in the Caloosa- 
hatchee that it seemed almost possible to walk 
across on their backs. On several occasions, I have 
had strikes from over 100 tarpons in less than a 
day’s fishing with both fly and casting rods. 
Tarpon may be taken in Lee County waters by a 
number of different fishing methods. If you like 
your tarpon deep-sea style, you’ll find guides who 
specialize in this type of tarpon fishing at Fort 
Myers, Fort Myers Beach, Boca Grande, Useppa, 
Sanibel, Captiva, and Bonita Springs. The guides 
furnish the know-how, the tackle, and the boat; you 
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Lee County’s baby tarpon are young, innocent, and easy to fool . . . ideal quarry for light-tackle anglers who do not care to hire guides 


Lee County is famed for its royal palms, the symbol of Florida More tarpon are caught here than in any other comparable area 
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Today, Florida is well on its way to becoming 
the wild-turkey headquarters of the world. 
Lee County is unquestionably one of finest 
deer and turkey counties in the state. 


play the fish. By the same token, 
you may take your tarpon by trolling 
or still fishing in inside waters, if 
you wish. A few guides specialize in 
fly fishing and bait casting, and if 
you really want a thrill out of tar- 
pon fishing with light tackle, this is 
the way to get it. Baby tarpon of 
fly-rod size are plentiful in the riv- 
ers, creeks, and canals, with the Es- 
tero and Imperial Rivers chock-full 
of them most of the time. These lit- 
tle tarpon are young, innocent, and 
easy to fool... . the ideal quarry 
of the light-tackle fisherman who 
does not care to hire a guide. 

To put it briefly, then, any angler 
who has not landed tarpon in Lee 
County evidently has not fished for 
them there! 


HILE the tarpon is certainly 

top fish in Lee County, he’s 
not the only gamefish by any means. 
The Snug Harbor Fishing Tourna- 
ment, an annual affair which runs 
from April Ist through March 31st, 
and which is conducted by the man- 
agement of Snug Harbor at Fort 
Myers Beach, offers beautiful en- 
graved trophies for the largest speci- 
men of several varieties of fish to be 
weighed in at Snug Harbor. Fish 
caught anywhere in Lee County are 
eligible for entry, and there is no 
fee or obligation of any kind. 

To give you an idea of the possi- 
bilities, winners in the 1951 tourna- 
ment were: 

Kingfish—38 lb., Maxine Spitler, 
Sumner, Illinois; Mackerel—5 lb., L. 
R. Woods, Nickalosville, Kentucky; 
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Jewfish — 324 lb., W. M. Kossin 
Fairview Park, Ohio; Snook—21 lb. 
Viola Crawford, Fort Myers Beach; 
Redfish (channel bass)—25 lb., Rus- 
sell Maisel, Glen Burnie, Md.; Trout 
—5 lb., 14 oz., Mrs. Arthur Urdal, 
Rogers City, Michigan; Mangrove 
Snapper—d l!b., 4 oz., Lewis Friend, 
Pahokee, Florida; Sheepshead—814 
lb., C. T. Foxworthy, Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Cobia—5014 lb., Lew Por- 
ter, Fort Myers. 


URF fishing in Lee County is 

something extra-special. Some of 
the beaches are unsurpassed any- 
where in the world for quantity and 
variety of sea shells, and on such 
beaches Dad can fish to his heart’s 
content while Mom and the kids try 
to outdo each other in the gathering 
of beautiful shells. Fishing is good, 
too, particularly near the passes. The 
surf is light here, and wonderfully 
adapted to casting, fly fishing, and 
spinning. Snook, jacks, trout, and 
channel bass are the usual fare on 
these beaches, but anything can hap- 
pen in the surf, and the anything 
may be a tarpon, pompano, kingfish, 
or even a permit. Bonita Beach, Cap- 
tiva, and Sanibel Islands are the best 
for shelling, but fishing is fine on 
all the beaches. 

Worthy of special mention as a 
surf fish in these waters, is the 
snook. The snook of the surf is an 
unbelievably rugged fish, a much 





harder fighter than the snook of the 
rivers or canals. Battling with the 
bulldog tenacity of the jack, coupled 
with tarpon-like acrobatics and 
change-of-pace, surf snook are tackle 
testers from strike to gaff. If you 
happen to hit one of Lee County’s 
beaches when the snook are in, you’ll 
never forget the experience. They’ll 
bark your’ knuckles, burn your 
thumbs, and bust your line to boot, 
but are they ever fun! The best 
tackle for this fishing is a light cast- 
ing outfit with plenty of line on the 
reel so you can let ’em run. (Don’t 
forget your thum-stall!) Surface and 
semi-surface plugs and feather jigs 
are the most productive lures for 
surf snook. 


HE public fishing pier at Fort 

Myers is a favorite family fish- 
ing spot of Lee County folks. Bait 
and tackle may be purchased on the 
pier. Salt-water panfish are always 
abundant here, as are trout, snook, 
and jacks. Mackerel, tarpon, pom- 
pano, and bluefish are occasionally 
around to liven things up a bit. In- 
cidentally, H. W. Van Duyl, the pier’s 
concessionaire, says that it is not 
necessary to fish at night for snook 
from the beach pier, as they feed 
actively during daylight hours. This 
is not true of most pier snook, which 
nearly always do their feeding at 
night. 

(Continued on Page 20) 


With 500 miles of shoreline, Lee County is a topnotch spot for almost any type of angling. 
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Five simple fishing knots for practical fishermen 


O YOU have trouble with your 
D fishing knots? Do you have 
difficulty pronouncing, much 
less tying, those glamorous and well- 
named knots found pictured in many 
fishing catalogues? And, in actual 
practice, do those knots let you down 
when you have a prize-winning fish 
on your line? 

Well, if so, don’t worry about it. 
There are simpler knots to tie. 

As far as I am concerned, an his- 
torical review of pretty, complicated 
knots is nice stuff to read on a rainy 
day, but, for practical purposes, I’d 
rather have an ugly knot that will 
hold a husky fish on my line than 
have a glamorous knot that will lose 
my fish for me. Actually, there is 
only one cardinal rule to remember 


ue 
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“Chator’’ Knot: |. Place ends together and 
wrap over main lines. 2. Run ends back 
through center overlap. 3. Pull tight and 
trim. 
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"Derfection Loop’’ Knot: |. Take one turn 
around nylon; hold crossing between thumb 
and forefinger. 2. Take second turn around 
crossing; bring end around again between 
turns. 3. Pass lower loop through upper loop. 
4. Pull loop until knot jams. 5. Finished. 
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by DOC HOWE 


about fishing knots: the knot is 
always the weakest pari of your line. 
If it is the wrong knot, or the right 
one tied incorrectly, it will either 
weaken the line, or slip and loosen, 
and then your fish is gone. 

One of my favorite knots may have 
a name. If it does, I don’t know it, 
and don’t care to know it. I do know, 
however, that the knot holds firmly 
if tied correctly. How do I know? I 
used it while fishing commercially 
when fish meant money in the till. I 
learned the hard way that if a com- 
mercial-fishing knot hits your pocket- 
book adversely, by slipping, you had 
better not use it. But if a knot gives 
your pocketbook a delightful curve 
by helping you land valuable fish, 
that knot is something to remember. 
If it also adds to your fishing 
pleasure and mental composure, and 
is a cinch to tie, why fight about its 
name? 

My favorite “No-name” knot will 
hold with either matched or un- 
matched materials, such as silk line 
to nylon monofilament, nylon braided 
line to nylon monofilament, or nylon 
braided monofilament line to nylon 
monofilament. In a pinch, it will do 
also to connect a broken line that has 
to run through the level-wind of your 
casting reel, if you aren’t able to tie 
a tapered knot that is more desirable. 
Mostly, I use the “No-name” knot 
only for tying nylon leaders to my 
fishing line. 

Before we get to the tying of this 
simple knot, which you should learn 
to tie in five minutes, let’s discuss 
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"Clinch’’ Knot: |. Run end of leader through 
hook eye; double it back on itself, wrapping 
back for several inches; run end back through 
loop between hook eye and wraps. 2. Pull 
tight and trim. 


using nylon leaders on the fishing 
end of your casting line. What are 
the advantages? How long should the 
leader be? Why? 

Many fishermen advocate using a 
wire leader. They say a snook, a large 
pike, or any fish with a sharp some- 
thing-or-other, will cut any other type 
of leader. I say that sports fishermen 
with a background of diversified 
fishing experience do not need wire 
leaders. 

Did you ever get into a school of 
ladyfish? What did your wire leader 
look like after one of those fighting 
bozos put on its show? Needed a new 
leader, didn’t you? Or else you had 
a flock of straightening to do. You 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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“'Turle’’ Knot: |. Run leader through hook 
eye; make simple loop; wrap end through 
twice. 2. Place loop over hook. 3. Pull tight. 





“No-name” Knot: |. Lay ends together. 2. 
make loop in each end. 3. Run each end 
through its loop twice. 4. Pull loops tight. 
5. Pull knots tightly together and trim. 


There’s No Doubt’ 





CHARLES SCHILLING 





two expert bowmen drove a num- 

ber of broadhead hunting arrows 
through a grain sack filled with sand. 
A 30-30 caliber hunting rifle had 
failed to drive a bullet through this 
same sack. From that moment on, I 
stopped thinking of archery in terms 
of kid stuff. 

The bow and arrow sport is as old 
as the hills, and will probably be with 
us just as long. The National Archery 
Association is the oldest sporting or- 
ganization in the United States, dat- 
ing from 1897, and indications are 
that the sport is about to get an in- 
vigorating arrow in the arm, par- 
ticularly in our sunshine state. One 
of the reasons for this is a group, 
with headquarters in Jensen Beach, 
named the Indian River’ Field 
Archers. First organized in 1948 with 
four members, its ranks have now 
swollen to 82 permanent members, 
and there are as many more associate 
members among the winter visitors. 
Their well-designed field course has 
been officially recognized by the 
National Field Archers Association, e 
making it the only official course in 
Florida. 

Archery has a romantic appeal to 
man’s imagination, which probably | 


| WATCHED with amazement as 


~ i.  — 
*_ Pty 
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can be traced.to the awe with which 
the first bowmen were regarded by 
their contemporaries. The long bow, 
as developed in western Europe, 
played a decisive part in driving back 
the Mongol hordes of Genghis Khan, 
who set out to conquer the world 
almost 800 years ago. The names of 
Robin Hood and William Tell are still 
well known for their archery skill 
rather than for any other reason. 
Crossbows were widely used in 
Europe up to and following the 
general use of gunpowder. These 


(Photos by the Author) 
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y is Amazing! 


bows, shooting a short shaft, were 
made so powerful that they were 
“cocked” by using a hand crank 
working through a set of gears. A 
modern archer has recently developed 
a crossbow that is not only highly 
accurate but is also a repeater, with 
five shots in the magazine. (1 sup- 
pose he will have to plug it for the 
hunting season.) 

Field archery is designed to train 
the bowman to meet actual hunting 
conditions in the woods, but so en- 
grossing are its problems that many 
of its devotees find it sufficient in 
itself. Bow hunters feel that their 
sport tops all other methods of hunt- 
ing, and, as most kills are made 
within the 20- to 40-yard range, it 
can be readily seen that a great deal 
of woods know-how is required to 
bring home the bacon. As an example 
of the problems that face a bowman, 
it is estimated he must do 18 things 
correctly and simultaneously to drive 
an arrow true to the mark. 

In field archery, a standard regula- 
tion course, such as the one the In- 
dian River Field Archers have, con- 
sists of 14 shooting positions. The 
positions progress in much the same 
manner as holes on a golf course. 
Running through 10 acres of woods, 


and designed to retain as much of the 
area’s natural aspects as possible, it 
would be easy for strangers to wander 
across the Jensen Beach course un- 
aware of its presence. The targets 
are placed at random distances that 
range from 20 feet to 80 yards. 

Four arrows are shot at each 
target, generally from the same 
stand; but on a few positions, called 
‘“walk-ups,” single arrows are shot 
from four different stands, each a 
few yards closer to the target. Half 
or whole bales of hay or straw make 
the best target butts as they offer 
just the right resistance without de- 
flecting or damaging the arrow. In 
tournament or competitive shoots, 
groups of four archers’ generally 
shoot together, but there is no hard 
or fast rule on this. Individual scores 
are kept, and members of official 
archery clubs are handicapped on the 
basis of past scores, thus keeping 
competition keen. 

Many of the northern states — 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Minnesota 
and Wisconsin, ‘to name a few—have 


Archery offers interesting and healthful sport to outdoorsmen of all ages, especially those who 
organize themselves into groups like Indian River Field Archers. Shown are (left to right) : 
Sitting—W. J. Braman, Archers’ president; Dick Nolan; Gus Lennard; Bruce Griffith. Stand- 
ing—Charles L. Smith; Dick Forrest; Allen F. Kendall, secretary-treasurer; Edwin Frederick- 
sen; Gordon McCabe; Robert Nolan; Neil Martin; Johnny Rosbury; Charles Mochle; Jack 
Ross, vice-president. 
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Broadhead hunting arrow can easily pierce 
bag of sand that defied slugs from 30-30 
rifle. This is no trick for archers like Allen F. 
Kendall who displays good shooting form on 
opposite page. 


hundreds of archery clubs’ and 
thousands of enthusiastic ‘Robin 
Hoods”. Special bow-and-arrow hunt- 
ing seasons, generally preceding the 
regular season, are provided, and con- 
sidering the difficult nature of the 
bowman’s sport, a surprising amount 
of game is accounted Tor” Last year 
a formal request was made in Florida 
for a special deer hunting season for 
archers, and, if the sport continues to 
grow, some concessions will doubt- 
less have to be made. 

In the matter of equipment, the 
modern archer is in a very enviable 
position. A modest $20 will buy an 
outfit completely adequate for a field 
course, or to take in the woods, and 
many archers using a weapon of this 
kind have bagged their deer. Hickory, 
Osage orange, yew and lemon wood 
are still the favorites in solid bows, 
with lemon wood being the most 
popular. Lemon wood is not of the 
citrus family, but, instead, is an im- 
ported wood named for its lemon 
color. All these types of woods may be 
purchased in stave form from which 

(Continued on Page 28) 


*As an example, Wisconsin bow-and- 
arrow hunters killed 383 deer during 
the 1950 season, and 551 deer during 
the 1949 season. One fourth of the deer 
were taken with running shots, and the 
average shot distance was 28.7 yards. 
—Ed. 


Introduction to 


Florida 





Shooting and Firearms 


By 


EDMUND MC LAURIN 


Certified Rifle Instructor—National Rifle Association & U. S. War Dept. 


NE OF my _ contemporaries, 
writing for a national maga- 
zine some years ago, beat me 

to the punch-line when he referred 
to shooting as “the typical American 
sport”’. 

Shooting is all that—and more! To 
many people, it’s the most fascinat- 
ing, enlightening and comprehensive 
subjects in which a person can in- 
terest himself. 





It’s true that one’s active interest 
in the subject of firearms may, per- 
haps, waver at odd times, but, once 
the virus has entered the bloodstream, 
it never dies. I should know. For over 
30 years, I have been shooting an 
almost endless variety of firearms; 
talking about guns, and writing about 
the shooting game, until now I am 
more generally referred to as a gun- 
nut than as a firearms editor and a 


Ted Abrams, Clearwater, rapidly scores and posts targets for examination by spectators as 
an inducement for increased rivalry at open competitions held by a Florida shooting club. 
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certified marksmanship instructor, 
both of which I also happen to be. 

I believe we come by our interest in 
guns naturally, something like a 
birthright handed down through 
generations. We all know how fire- 
arms in the hands of our pioneer 
ancestors contributed as much to the 
making of America as the axe and 
the plowshare, and how our indi- 
vidual right to own and bear arms is 
incorporated in our Constitution. I 
believe that the average boy or man, 
if he is typically American, is sooner 
or later going to show an interest in 
firearms; if not in outright personal 
ownership, then by association and 
hearsay. Like modern advertising, one 
seldom escapes the influence of 
modern firearms. 


What makes firearms such an in- 
teresting subject, anyway? 

Well, speaking from actual ex- 
perience, and aside from the basic 
pleasure of actual shooting, I’d say 
that it is the broad scope of the 
subject that makes for perpetual 
interest in shooting. No one can pos- 
sibly learn all there is to know about 
guns; no man has yet. There are 
recognized experts, of course; and 
some of them know a great deal about 
firearms, but they don’t know it all, 
and they never will. You can bet with 
confidence on that. The recognized 
experts, though quite qualified as 
such in their respective fields, can 
never exhaust all of the possibilities 
to be found in the shooting field; and 
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Successtul Florida quail hunters show decided preference for light, fast-handling shotguns which are deadly at range of 18 to 35 yards. 


af therein, I firmly believe, lies the 
basis for continued interest and 
fascination. 


Under the general subject of fire- 
arms, one has a wide choice of spe- 
cific categories, and, while most of 
us want to actually shoot—and that 
means hunting, formal and informal 
target shooting, bench-rest shooting, 
and aerial and trick shooting, among 
other things—there are still wider 
fields of knowledge and activity for 
those who are interested. A few such 
categories which go beyond actual 
shooting include collecting antique 
guns, amateur gunstocking, re-load- 
ing ammunition for others, collecting 

: cartridges of past and present years, 
| organizing and promoting shooting 
clubs, and, in view of our present 
national emergency, training in prac- 
tical defense of nation and home. 
Anyone who maintains any reason- 
able degree of interest in any of the 
above-named phases of the subject of 
firearms will, aside from the fun and 
4 friendships derived, very likely add 
to his general knowledge of history, 
diography, inventions, physics and 
zeography. 

Shooting, then, embraces many 
‘echnical fields, and any or all of 
them may prove both entertaining 
and of lasting advantage to you. 


But most of us want to shoot. Let’s 
look over a few of the various forms 
of personal participation found right 
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here in Florida, close to home: 


Hunting 


Perhaps closest to the hearts of all 
of us is the pleasure of hunting 
afield, with chosen rifle or shotgun, 
for the many species of legal game 
to be found in Florida’s thousands of 
acres of fields and streams. 

Since shotguns are favored game- 
getters here in Florida, suppose we 
review that product from a practical 
standpoint, and discuss only shotguns 
Suitable for duck and upland game. 
Selecting a shotgun is something like 
deciding what flavor of ice cream to 
order at a Howard Johnson res- 
taurant: there are many possible 
choices, what with so many good 
makes and models on the market. 
Even so, selection is restricted to two 
basic types—the double barrel side- 
by-side and that type of shotgun 
having a single barrel plane, whether 
the latter be single shot, a pump re- 
peater or automatic, or the over-and- 
under. 

My personal preference is decid- 
edly in favor of a single barrel gun, 
for I am convinced that it is easier 
to point naturally and more quickly 
with it than with the double. You’re 
entitled to dispute my opinion, of 
course, but first consider: When you 
pick up a ruler and sight it at some 
object, you don’t use the broad side, 
do you? No, sir. You normally sight 
along the top of the narrow edge, 


because the ruler can be more quickly 
and accurately aligned that way. 
This principle holds true when ap- 
plied to the alignment of a shotgun 
on a chosen target. A single barrel 
in one narrow plane is much easier 
to align than a double barrel where 
the tubes are side-by-side and the 
sighting plane is broad. You get this 
single sighting plane in the single 
shot, the popular pumps and auto- 
matics, and in the over-and-under, 
but not in the double-barreled 
shotgun. 

Conventional double-barreled shot- 
guns admittedly have the feature of 
offering the shooter two different 
choke borings, as compared to the 
one offered by the pumps and auto- 
matics, but, again, this advantage can 
be offset by installation of one of the 
recognized selective choke devices 
that give the hunter a choice of choke 
that will meet any field condition 
encountered. 

During the years I have hunted in 
Florida, it has been my sad obser- 
vation that all too many hunters are 
handicapping themselves by being 
over-gunned. A heavy shotgun with 
a long, full-choke barrel may be fine 
for long-range duck shooting, but not 
for consistent killing at 18 to 35 
yards —the average range limits in 
which most winged game is killed, 
contrary to all conceptions. 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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At the present moment, Old Mr. Bobcat is the absolute monarc 
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A wild bobcat is no playmate for a human 
being. Wildcats are notorious for their quick 
tempers, fearsome fighting powers, and 
nervous, if not mean, dispositions. 

Wildcats flourish throughout Florida 
wherever there is sufficient rough country 
to afford them protection from their chief 
enemy—mankind. They generally feed on 
rodents, rabbits, and small birds, including 
an occasional farmer's chicken. Despite the 
best efforts of experienced hunters and 
hounds, bobcats are still holding their own 
within the state. 

Few people have the nerve to invade the 








home territory of a wild bobcat. But Bill 
Piper, who, with his brother Lester, hand- 
raises many of the Florida animals found 
at their Everglades Wonder Gardens in 
Bonita Springs, is accustomed to meeting 
wild animals face to face. Both of the Pipers 
are fond of studying wild animals in their 
natural habitats, and capture an occasional 
live specimen for exhibition purposes. 

In this remarkable series of action photo- 
graphs, a Lee County wildcat, that possibly 
never saw a human before, meets his 
masters. | 

(Picture Story Continued on Pages 14-15) 
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One dog of the bottom But when three dogs start yapping, a wildcat heads for high ground 
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His helper sneaks up behind the ‘cat to worry him from other side 














and Piper has steely nerves 
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Old Mr. Bobcat doesn’t think too much of his new home, but he'll soon get used 
-END- 
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By Phil Francis 
DEEP LURES PAY OFF 


Some years ago, while loitering at a fish- 
ing camp on the Susquehanna River in 
Maryland, I overheard a conversation which 
often enters my mind when I’m fishing 
deep-running lures: 

A couple of walleye fishermen had re- 
turned to the dock, skunked. The boat liv- 
eryman, a salty character whose name I’ve 
forgotten, greeted the fisherman at the land- 
ing with the conventional, “How’d ya’ make 
outP”’ 

“Nothing doing,” one of them said. 

“How many rigs did ya’ lose?” asked the 
liveryman. 

“Didn't lose any,” came the reply. 

“Dammit!” exclaimed the boat man, “T 
told you to troll deep. If you didn’t lose 
any rigs on bottom, you weren't getting 
your baits down to the walleyes.” 

Now, a walleye is a deep-feeding fish 
that only occasionally comes near the sur- 
face or into shallow water. A bass, on the 
other hand, generally feeds in shallow wa- 
ter and sometimes goes deep. And when 
the bass are deep, you're not going to get 
them unless you go down for them. Dur- 
ing midsummer, bass spend a major part 
of their time in deep water. 

I fully realize that a great many bass 
fishermen are top-water addicts, and that 
some of them would rather go home skunk- 
ed than use anything but a surface lure. 
4 portion of these anglers are sincere in 
their devotion to surface lures, while the 
rest of them just do not know how to fish 
a deep-running bait. 

If the bass won’t hit on top, many fish- 
ermen find it easy to say, “Theyre not 
hittin’,” and let it go at that. Others say 
that the fish are in deep water, and state 
that the only way to get them is with 
live bait. I'll take my hat off to the boys 
who simply do not enjoy catching bass on 
underwater lures, and go home _ skunked 
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rather than fish deep, but the “not-hitting” 
and the “you gotta use bait” bunch should 
learn something about deep-running lures. 

Bass feed when theyre in deep water. 
If, the water is warm enough to keep their 
metabolism going, they must feed ... or 
starve. While it is true that live bait is the 
easy way to get deep-water bass, it is not 
the only way, and it is not the way to 
have the most fun. For that matter, live 
bait fishing is not always the best way to 
catch deep-water bass; sometimes a bottom- 
scraping artificial lure produces far better. 

One of the finest deep-water bass lures 
is the ordinary salt-water feather jig. The 
yellow feather has become the standard 
lure for deep fishing in Lake Okeechobee’s 
rim canal, and it has come up with some 
marvelous catches when the bass were 
supposed to be off-feed. The way to fish a 
feather jig for bass is to bounce it along 
the bottom, retrieving it very slowly with 
slight jerks. Bass will hit jigs fished in this 
manner when ordinary fishing methods 
fail miserably. . 

There are three types of deep-running 
plugs: The slow-sinking kind, which may 
be allowed to sink to any desired depth 
before the retrieve is started; the fast-sink- 
ing variety with a large lip designed to 
keep the lure deep during the retrieve; and 
the deep-diving floater, which may have 
a “Ubangi” lip, or merely a flattened de- 
sign, which cause the plug to dive almost 
straight down on the retrieve. Other types 
ot plugs may also be fished deep by using 
a clincher sinker on the line, about a foot 
ehead of the lure. 

Each of these types has its uses. For 
instance, the slow sinker is excellent for 
locating the depth-level at which the fish 
are feeding. This is done by allowing the 
plug to sink for a certain number of sec- 
onds before starting the retrieve—increas- 
ing the count by a couple of seconds every 
few casts until the fish are located. I made 
some nice catches of snook in the Caloosa- 


hatchee River last winter by this method 
and when they were deep enough 
for a seven count, five would not work! 

The fast sinkers are good when the fish 
are right on bottom in fairly deep water. 
By using an interrupted retrieve, these 
lures may be kept very close to the bot- 
tom, and many of them have plenty of 
action on a very slow retrieve. 

Th deep-diving floaters provide means 
of added styles of manipulation as a sup- 
plement to the other deep-running plugs. 
They all have a great deal of action on a 
slow retrieve, and this action is frequently 
more than the fish can stand, so they 
strike. Being buoyant, these lures start to 
rise toward the surface when the retrieve 
is interrupted, and they can be fished with 
a hobby-horse motion which bass find al- 
niost irresistible. 

One of these deep-diving floaters fished 
with this interrupted retrieve got the bass 


‘which won me the trophy in the Florida 


Outdoor Writers Association fishing tourney 
at Lakeland last April. One more case in 
point of a deep-running lure paying off. 
Deep-running lures are a must in every 
bait-caster’s tackle box—excepting, of course, 
the purists who would rather not catch 
a fish than use other than surface lures. 
When the bass are deep, don’t say they’re 
not hitting. Go down deep and get ’em. 


SCIENCE AND FISHING 
Science, in the last decade, has done 
wonders for the fisherman by giving him 





Plugs like the four shown will sink slowly and 
run moderately deep on the retrieve. Such 
lures may be fished very deep if they are 
allowed to sink nearly to the bottom, and 
then fished with an interrupted retrieve. 





These are fast-sinking, deep-running plugs 
which are useful when fish are lying right on 
the bottom. (Photos by the author) 
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tackle and other equipment of a quality 
undreamed of 15 to 20 years ago. Nylon, 
first marketed as a “substitute” for silk and 
silkworm gut, has become such an essential 
ingredient in the average fisherman’s gear 
that it would seem next to impossible to 
round out a fishing outfit without it. Silk 
lines are rare novelties now, and leaders of 
sikworm gut are completely unknown to 
anyone who has just taken up fly fishing 
within the past five years. The “substitut>,” 
nylon, shows all the desirable properties of 
silk without having any of silk’s weaknesses. 
As a leader material, the finest and costliest 
silkworm gut fails miserably when compared 
with nylon as to uniformity, strength, and 


dependability. 


New alloys and improved methods have 
also paved the way for mass production of 
fishing reels of a quality formerly unattain- 
able at any price. The tremendous strides 
forward in the use of glass fibers bonded 
with newly developed plastic resins have 
resulted in the production of rods which 
have everything a fisherman could ask for: 
freedom from the tendency to take a set, 
amazing elasticity, imperviousness to rot or 
corrosion, high tensile strength, light weight, 
and fine action. The better glass rods offer 
a combination of all the advantages of steel 
and bamboo, while eliminating all of their 
faults. Indeed, there are strong indications 
that glass rods are pushing the steel and 


bamboo products completely off the market. 


Science’s contributions to tackle manufac- 
turing are all to the good. Better tackle 
makes for better fishing and more fishing 
pleasure. But I do hope that no one, scien- 
tist or otherwise, ever manages to make a 
science out of fishing. If you could pick up 
a chart, check the date, apply a mathe- 
matical formula, and calculate exactly how 
many fish you could catch on which lure 
in a given locality on that date, much of 
the fun of fishing would cease to exist. 
Most of the enjoyment of fishing is in the 
puzzle of where to go, when to go, how to 
find the fish, and how to fool them. The 
fish you know you're going to catch don’t 
give you nearly the pleasure you derive 
from the capture of the fish you have to 
work for or are surprised to get. 

Fortunately, fishing is, and forever will 
be, an art, not a science. Thank goodness! 

—END 
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Eddie Fitzpatrick carefully prepares a half-mullet bait for tar 





pon. (Photo by Author) 


“Tarpon rtre Fis Uncles 


My stomach became a ballroom 
for a million butterflies as I felt 
something pick up the half-mullet 
bait. Trembling like a missing 
Model T, I lowered the rod tip in 
preparation to strike. 

“Hit ’im!” shouted my grinning 
companion, and hit him I did. I 
hit him with everything I had, and 
I might as well have tried to floor 
Jce Louis with a hackle feather! 
A massive tarpon rolled calmly up 
to the surface of the Caloosahat- 
chee River, stuck his head out of 
the water, and ejected the hook as 
if it were merely a plug of tobacco 
he was tired of chewing. 

Uproarious Irish laughter pene- 
trated my groggy mind, and 
snapped me out of the daze the 
tarpon had put me in. “What’s so 
funny, Eddie?” I demanded. 

Still laughing so hard I thought 
he was going to fall out of the 
skiff, Eddie Fitzpatrick managed 
to say, “That was Uncle Gus. He 
never gets excited. Did you see 
him wink at me when he stuck his 
head out of the water? Big fish, 
too. He could win any contest con- 
ducted in the United States 
but he won’t. Nobody’s going to 
eatch him; he’s too smart, and he 
never loses his head. I wasn’t 
laughing at you, Phil. I just can’t 
help it when I see one of the big 
guys make fishermen look silly.” 

While he seems to fish mainly 
for laughs, Eddie Fitzpatrick 
knows tarpon as few fishermen 
have ever known them. He was a 
protege of that legendary tarpon 
angler, W. Ashby Jones, who is 
said to have landed more tarpon in 
his lifetime than any other fisher- 
man, living or dead. 


Eddie was one of those instru- 
mental in introducing fly fishing 
and bait casting for tarpon to Lee 
County some 25 years ago. “I 
smuggled my fly rod in,” he ex- 
plains. “Fishing tackle was block 
and tackle in those days, and I 
didn’t want to look too crazy.” 

Kiddie, who is becoming a legend 
in his own right, likes to get the 
first tarpon every year. in Lee 
County waters—to open the sea- 
son, so to speak. He often does this 
on New Year‘s Day, although oc- 
casionally he doesn’t get his silver 
king until January 2nd or 3rd. 

One season, Eddie caught 572 
tarpon from November to May, 
killing just two fish out of the lot. 

During his 26 years of tarpon 
fishing, Eddie has learned things 
about tarpon that even tarpon 
don’t know. He knows them so in- 
timately that he unconsciously 
refers to tarpon as “fellows” or 
“vuys”’, or even calls them by 
name. Big old sockdolgers which 
reside permanently in their own 
lairs in the Caloosahatchee River 
are “uncles” to Eddie. There’s 
Uncle Fud, a swarthy old tarpon 
with an explosive temper; Uncle 
Gus; a sage, easy-going silver king 
who meets every situation with 
cold efficiency; Uncle Bill, who de- 
feated some of the world’s most 
renowned big game anglers; and 
then there’s Grandpa, who keeps 
the “Uncles” in line with his .ex- 
pert counsel. 

Eddie speaks of these fish as 
though they really were his rela- 
tives. And you never can tell. 
Wasn’t he a navy deep-sea diver 


during the first world war? 
—PHIL FRANCIS 
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a2 TARPON 


TIME 
LEE COUNTY 


For the thrill of a 
lifetime this summer 
visit Lee County 
and Fort Myers, 
Florida. 


YES 
SPORTSMEN 


It’s Tarpon time in Lee County 
and the Silver King Tarpon has 
come home to Boca Grande 


Pass, Captiva, Sanibel, Fort 
Myers Beach and_ Bonita 
Springs. 


Let us help you make arrange- 
ments for that week-long or 
weekend deep sea fishing trip 
you've been planning all year. 
Most reasonable accommoaa- 
tions at Florida’s greatest 
Vacation Land. 


Write now for summer rate 
sheet to: 


J. A. Dwyer 


Lee County Chamber 
of Commerce 


P.O “5ox, 13.01 
Fort Myers, Florida 


Free Edison Tarpon Medals given at 
Lee County Chamber of Commerce 


for first Tarpon caught in Lee 


County waters. 
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By Fred W. Jones 


MEDICAL CARE AND HOUSING 

We have previously said that it was an 
economically sound practice to secure a 
good blooded dog when obtaining a puppy 
for hunting pwrposes. But whether you have 
paid a big price for the puppy, or whether 
he was a gift from a friend, the fact re- 
mains that by the time the pup is ready to 
hunt you will have a substantial investment 
in it. 

So it is always a sound economical prac- 
tice to spend a little more money to assure 
that the pup will reach maturity and serve 
you for many years as a hunting companion. 
If we have started with a good pup, and 
spent our time and money in training it 
until it has reached the age of one year, 
the earliest we can expect it to start re- 
turning results in the field, we will have 
invested somewhere between $75 and $500, 
or, pussibly, more. The exact amount will 
vary with initial costs, the size and breed 
of the pup, what and how we fed it, and 
sO on. 

If we then lose the dog to disease, to 
traffic, or to any one of the many other 
hazards and pitfalls that lie between puppy- 
heod and maturity, it is obvious that we 
have lost not only a companion to which 
we have become attached but also a very 
considerable investment. 

To prevent this loss, we can take cer- 
tain steps. We cannot, of course, eliminate 
all hazards, but proper housing and medi- 
cal care will eliminate most of them. 

Housing will include space for the dog to 
sleep and get out of the weather. It will 
also include space for exercise. No good 
hunting dog should be allowed to run at 


will, even though you may live in the coun- 
try and have just “oodles” of space, for this 
not only exposes the dog to such dangers 
as snakebite, traffic, and poisoning, but also 
is not conducive to best results when you 
want him to hunt with you. 


Thus, if we are smart, we will provide 
our pup with a box or other shelter with a 
tight roof. It will have a wooden floor 
raised a bit off the ground, so that he may 
sleep dry even during heavy rains. It will 
not need a great deal of bedding — in fact, 
it doesn’t need any—but a feed sack or a 
few shavings won’t do any harm. 

We will also provide a yard, or a wire 
with a slide and a chain, so that the dog 
can run, jump and play, at least to some 
extent. We will keep the shelter, and the 
yard, clean and free from fleas. 


The dry shelter is doubly important, for 
it serves both the comfort of the dog and 
his health. Cold, damp housing is conduc- 
ive to distemper, a young dog’s greatest 
hazard. 


It is likely that more dogs, and the money 
invested in them, are lost, each year in 
Florida because of distemper than any other 
one hazard. From puppyhood to the age 
of three, a dog is very susceptible to this 
disease — and at this age they rarely re- 
cover. Dogs over three sometimes contract 
the disease, but their chances of recovery 
are better than even. 

It is, therefore, an economically sound in- 
vestment to have the pup vaccinated against 
distemper as soon as possible (usually at 
three or four months of age). Permanent 
protection may be obtained by the three- 
shot method given by most veterinarians. 
The cost for the three shots averages about 
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$9. They are almost always effective. 

Temporary shots are given to younger 
pups by some vets. We have had excellent 
success by using the “oral vaccine cold tab- 
lets,” available at all drug stores for human 
consumption, as distemper preventives. But 
we neither recommend nor guarantee this 
treatment since it has been used in only a 
few emergency cases. 

Dry housing and distemper precautions 
go a long way toward assuring the pup a 
good chance to reach a ripe old age, but, 
of course, proper feed and care are also 
contributing factors. It has been said that 
the best insurance for livestock is the watch- 
ful eye of the owner, and nothing could be 
more true. 

The first sign of listlessness, a dry rough 
coat of fur, or other unusual conditions, will 
bring prompt action from a good dog han- 
dler. Early treatment, or preventive meas- 
ures, are important in a pup’s life. He can 
get in a bad, or even hopeless, condition in 
a very short time. 


Your vet should be consulted regularly. 
You should follow his directions. He should 
worm your dog, and administer other medi- 
cines, or you should do it under his direc- 
tion. Above all, don’t indiscriminately 
“doctor” your dog with home-made reme- 
dies. Such treatment is often worse than 
no treatment at all. 

Of course, such things as bathing, “pow- 
dering,” and nail trimming, can be done 
without a vet’s supervision and direction. A 
dog’s toenails should be regularly checked, 
and, if necessary, trimmed several times a 
year. Our soft, sandy soils in Florida do 
not ordinarily furnish enough abrasive ac- 
tion to keep a dog’s nails short enough. 
When overlong, nails will catch and tear 
out, causing a sore-footed and useless dog. 

A little household bleach, such as Clorox, 
added to the bath water tends to prevent 
skin ailments, and encourage slick, glossy 
coats. However, the dog shouldn't be 
bathed too often — about once each week 
or two is sufficient. 

There are plenty of flea powders on the 
market that are both safe and effective. 
Some have added disinfectant powders that 
tend to prevent skin troubles. We recom- 
mend those that contain DDT, since they 
are more lasting and seem to be more effec- 
tive against ticks. 

And one more tip: If your pup should 
run, or try to run, out to greet you some 
day, and his legs appear to be made of rub- 
ber, or he otherwise appears to be quite 
happily drunk, check him over for ticks! 
Puppies, especially, are subject to “tick 
fever”. The removal of the tick, or ticks, 
will cause recovery from an alarming-ap- 
pearing condition, usually within 24 hours. 

— END 
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Drive three miles north of Fort Myers 
on Tamiami Trail, then down State 
Road 78, twelve miles to Pine Island 
Bridges and Matlacha. 


The finest protected Island fishing in 
Florida. Modern charter boats at rea- 


sonable rates in a complete community 


catering to sports fishermen. 





POOLE’S APARTMENTS 
SQUIRE’S APARTMENTS 
SUNSET TACKLE 
NEIL’S PLACE 


GOGGINS ISLAND STORE 

AMVETS CLUB 

PELICAN FISH CAMP 

CARL’S PLACE 

LEONA’S PLACE SWEET SHOP CAFE 

JAKE’S CAFE LOWER’S APARTMENTS 
GREARY COTTAGES & TRAILER COURT 


Address all reservation inquiries early to Star Route C. 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 

















For your Outboard: 
» Motor... 
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a Cities Service 
Dealer 


Here are two lubricants 
which have been specifically 
designed and packaged for 
outboard motor use. The 
half-pint can gives you 
measured oil with no left- 
overs. Use these modern pro- 
ducts for top performance. 


ORANGE STATE OIL CO. 


Cities Service in Florida 


HAVE THIS 
TROUBLE 


STAN LUMMIS 
CRUISER “JOYVAN” 


Tackle Furnished — Fish Fried 
Picnic 


Deep Sea — Tarpon Fishing 


FORT MYERS BEACH, 
FLORIDA 


Ph. 2592 
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LEE COUNTY 


(Continued from Page 6) 


The many bridges at Fort Myers 
Beach and Pine Island offer fishing 
fun galore, and bridge fishing can 
be a very fascinating sport. 

Recently, I stopped at the wooden 
Fort Myers Beach bridge to see how 
a fisherman, A. L. Burnside of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., was making out. He told 
me he loved bridge fishing, espe- 
cially Lee County bridge fishing. 

“You never know what’s liable to 
happen when you’re fishing off one 
of these bridges,’ he commented, as 
he made a cast and set the rod down 
on the bridge to await developments. 
“IT might get a big grouper on the 
live grunt I’ve got on, or I might 
get a snapper on the shrimp I’ve got 
on the other hook.” 

We talked for a while, and then 
Burnside turned to pick up his rod. 
It had disappeared! Walter White- 
head, who was standing by, walked 
off the bridge and came back with 
a grappling hook tied to a length of 
clothesline. He threw it into the wa- 
ter and dragged it along the bottom 
in front of the spot where Burn- 
side’s tackle was last seen. Sure 
enough, up came rod, reel, and line. 
Burnside took the rod and braced 
for the pull of a big fish. It didn’t 
come, so he reeled in the line. 

“Feels like something’s on there,” 
he said, and a moment later he 
hoisted a 12-inch whiting onto the 
bridge. 

“Like I said,’ Burnside calmly re- 
marked, “anything can happen in 
bridge fishing.” 

In bridge fishing, the catch may run 
from grunts to grouper, sheepshead 
to shark, or jacks to jewfish. The 
Pine Island Bridge, which spans 
Matlacha Pass, consistently produces 
amazing catches of all sorts of salt- 
water fish. Bottom fish are always 
plentiful here, and snook, trout, and 
channel bass (redfish) frequently 
show up in surprising numbers. 
Most of the snook fishing from this 
bridge is done at night; and in the 
fall, when the run is heaviest, it is 
not unusual for a single fisherman 
—or a married one, if his wife lets 
him out at night—-to land 500 pounds 
of snook in a single night’s fishing. 

Perhaps the most staple item of 
fish-flesh for the Lee County bridge 
and pier fisherman is the sheeps- 


head. It is a simple matter to pick 
up a mess of these buck-toothed bait- 
stealers from the Pine Island or Fort 
Myers Beach bridges on short no- 
tice at any time during daylight 
hours. No beforehand arrangements 
for bait are necessary, for the best 
bait for sheepshead is plentiful 
around all the bridge entrances: fid- 
dler crabs. All you need do is 
rig a casting rod with the lightest 
sinker capable of holding the baic 
down in the tide, a short wire leader, 
and a size #2 O’Shaughnessy hook. 
Break the large claw off a fiddler 
crab and hook him through the back 
part of the shell. Fish around the 
bridge pilings just off bottom, and 
when you feel a tug so sly that you 
think you’re only imagining it, strike 
hard! 

EE County’s creeks and rivers of- 

fer wonderful opportunities for 
the bait caster, fly fisherman, or 
spinner to discover what salt-water 
fish can do on bass tackle. Hendry 
Creek and the Imperial, Estero, and 
Caloosahatchee Rivers are probably 
the best bets for this type of fishing, 
with trout, snook, channel bass, 
jacks, tarpon, ladyfish and snapper 
the principal plug- and fly-hitting 
fish. Casting a plug or fly along the 
mangrove-lined shores is very much 
like shore-line fishing for bass. The 
same lures, rod, reel, and line may be 
used as in bass fishing, but the lure 
should be attached with a wire trace 
from 9 to 12 inches long. Generally, 
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‘What we had in mind was a boat that’s 
a little more water-tight.” 
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the plug or fly should be fished 
faster for salt-water fish than for 
bass, but this is not always the case 
and sometimes it pays to experiment. 

One of the most enjoyable after- 
noons of fishing I’ve ever exper- 
ienced resulted from what started 
out to be a few casual fly casts at 
Jack Martin’s Deep Lagoon, on the 
road between Fort Myers and Fort 
Myers Beach. I had a rise from a 
baby tarpon on the first cast, landed 
a nice snook on the second, another 
snook on the third, then jumped 
another tarpon on the fourth cast. 
Then I stopped casting long enough 
to rig another fly rod for my wife, 
and we really went to town. Before 
the afternoon was over we had landed 
and released 14 snook, 5 tarpon, 7 
trout, 5 jacks, 2 channel bass, 2 
snapper, and 2 ladyfish. 

In all, I have caught 16 varieties 
of salt-water fish on artificial lures 





Edison Medals, awarded free to anyone 
catching a tarpon in Lee County. Awards are 
presented by the Lee County Chamber of 
Commerce. (Photo by Author) 


in Lee County... .-18 of them in 
ereeks and rivers. These salt-water 
fish of the creeks and rivers lie back 
under the mangroves and around 
fallen trees and other obstructions, 
just like black bass. Accurate casting 
to the little pockets under the man- 
grove roots, and right up against the 
shore, is of prime importance, just as 
in bass fishing. The fish strike hard, 
just like bass, but there the resemb- 
lance ends. With the possible excep- 
tion of sea trout, every one of the 
salt-water fish encountered in Lee 
County’s creeks and rivers puts up a 
fight which will prove a revelation 
to any fisherman who has caught 
only fresh-water fish with his fresh- 
water tackle. To any bass fisherman 
who doubts this statement, I say: 
Take a trip to Lee County and see for 
yourself. Inquire at any tackle shop 
about the hottest spots for casting, 
and you’ll be sure to find the fish. 
And what fish! 


INE Island is known far and wide 
for the fine redfish (channel 
bass), snook, and trout fishing to be 
had in its surrounding waters. There 
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World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 
fishing equally unusual and 
good. Pier and bridge fishing, or for the more active, deep sea fishing with competent 
guides. Plan your vacation around Captiva and Sanibel Islands. For reservation or 
information write to the business men listed below. 
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GULF VIEW STRAN SHOP 

INN —+JE2y 15 ANDY'S PER 
BAIT Box h-ENGLE’S COTTAGES 
BLANK‘S COT. 
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BLIND PASS BRIDGE 4 ° 
MITCHELLS Cor- 


, TAGES 
OSTER’S COTTAGES 


NE 


SANIBEL DIRECTORY 


CASA YBEL—Shell hunting, fishing resort 
and cottage colony. Excellent food. A 
Howard Dayton Hotel. 

ISLAND INN—On ithe beach overlooking 
the gulf. Informal atmosphere. Re- 
stricted clientele. 

COCKERELL APARTMENTS— Overnight 
guests. Shells. Apartments. 


HIER’‘S COTTAGES— Modern, new. Year 


ISLAND INN RSS 
_SNYDER’S SHOP 


Co 


HIERS 
COTTAGES 
XQ 


SANIBEL PACKING CO.—Bailey’s Store. 
Dealers in general merchandise. Gro- 
ceries. Fishing Tackle. Gasoline. 

JACK’S PLACE— Sandwiches, beer, cold 
drinks. House parties booked at house 
or at hotels. 

“SCRAPS” CHARTER BOAT—Small boat 
fishing. Bird and nature trips. Inside 
water only. 


THE BEACH HOUSE — Lodging. Year 


round. On the Gulf. round. 
MITCHELL’S COTTAGES — Rooms with CASA MARINA—Sanibel cafe and cot- 
tages. 


bath. P. O. Captiva. Year round. 

OSTER’S—Waterfront cottages, overnight 
rooms. P. O. Captiva. Yearly. 

LOW COTTAGES — Housekeeping cot- 
tages. Elizabeth Low, Owner. 

TULIPA WAY APARTMENTS — Com- 
furnished. On the gulf. Mrs. John 
Slocumb. 

ETHEL SYNDER’S GIFT SHOP — Gulf 


CAPTIVA DIRECTORY 


GULF VIEW INN—Small hotel. Ameri- 
can plan. Dining hall on gulf. 


ENGLE’S COTTAGES — Modern, com- 
pletely equipped. Year round. 
ANDY’S PIER—Boats, bait, guides, beer. 


shore gifts. Sportswear. Cottages. 
MISS SUSIE II— Deep sea fishing trips. STRAN SHELL NOVELTY SHOP — On 
Jake Stokes, Owner. Munson St. 
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Fish With The 
Trowbridge Fleet 


a 





Thomas Edison and many other famous 
people who have lived and visited in 
Ft. Myers have fished with C. C. Trow- 
bridge since the beginning of this cen- 
tury. If you want an experienced Cap- 
tain and guide for Gulf fishing from 
Boca Grande to the Shark River, then 
make your next trip with the Trow- 
bridge Fleet. 


$25.00 per day 
for up to 8 people 
INLAND FISHING 


TROWBRIDGE 
FISHING CAMP 


Write, Wire or Phone 52231 
C. C. TROWBRIDGE — On Tamiami 
Trail 8 miles south of Ft. Myers, Fla. 


FLY ALL 
THE WAY 


Yes; why not fly all the way to your 
fishing lodge door? Let us meet you 
in an amphibian at the airport and 
deliver you to your pleasure bound 


destination. Pick your school of fish 
from the air—make a date. Then keep 
your date with a hook and line in the 
very shortest of time! 


Serving Southwest Florida’s Resort 


Islands Hotels 


AMPHIBIOUS CHARTER SERVICE 
Phone 5-7271 — Night 2-3561 


M. S. BOBST FORT MYERS, 
President FLORIDA 
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are oyster bars, grass flats, and deep 
channels along the mangroves, all of 
which are excellent feeding areas for 
the above-mentioned fish. Skiffs can 
be taken out of Bokeelia, or St. James, 
for a short run to the fishing grounds. 
Trolling is the most commonly prac- 
ticed fishing method here for snook 
and reds, but casting can be equally 
productive. Trout are taken with a 
cane pole rigged with a popping cork 
and live bait, and also by casting and 
fly fishing. The grass flats around 
Pine Island will yield many fat trout 
to a noisy bass bug fished with a fly 
rod. Indeed, there is no more killing 
lure for salt-water trout than a fly- 
rod popper, and there is no better 
place to find trout than the waters 
around Pine Island. 


HARTER boats which ply the 

open waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico are available at all times at 
Fort Myers Beach, Boca Grande, and 
other strategically located spots 
about the county. They fish the reefs 
for grouper, snapper, and _ other 
bottom varieties; and troll the out- 
side waters for kingfish, bonito, 
cobia (called “‘cabio” in Lee County), 
and Spanish mackerel. Kings, bonito, 
and mackerel are frequently so plen- 
tiful that strikes come as fast as the 
lines are put over. At your request, 
the Lee County Chamber of Com- 
merce, Fort Myers, will furnish lists 
of charter boatmen specializing in 
outside trolling. 

It is, of course, utterly impossible 
to present the full story of Lee 
County’s salt-water fishing in any- 
thing less than a full-length book. I 
have tried merely to cross-section it 
to give a rough idea of the line-wet- 
ting possibilities in these salty 
waters. At Fort Myers Beach, Boca 
Grande, Bonita Springs, Pine Island, 
Estero, Punta Rassa, or just about 
any place in Lee County, you’ll find 
some of the fishin’est folks in the 
world, who are happy to talk fishing 
and tell you where the big ones are 
hitting best. 


Fresh Water Fishing 


Sixteen miles above the mouth of 
the Caloosahatchee River is the At- 
lantic Coast Line Railroad Bridge. 
This is the dividing line between salt 
and fresh water. The river, however, 
becomes brackish far inland during 
the dry season, and there are not 
many fresh-water fish except in the 
tributaries. 

The largest of the Caloosahatchee’s 
tributaries is Orange River, located a 





few miles east of Fort Myers. This is 
a picturesque stream which flows 
from the Big Cypress Swamp, enter- 
ing the Caloosahatchee from the 
south. It, too, is brackish for about 
three miles from its mouth in the dry 
season, but its upper reaches com- 
prise the best bass and bream water 
in Lee County. The bass are beau- 
iifully conditioned fish: fat and 
sassy. Bluegills, and other panfish 
never come into the brackish part of 
the river, but the bass sometimes 
come down pretty far. 

Orange River provides fascinating 
fishing, with salt-water fish and 
fresh-water bass often swimming side 
by side and taking turns hitting the 
lure. Boats for Orange River fishing 
may be rented at Tice, an Eastern 
suburb of Fort Myers, on State High- 
way 80. 

LIGHTLY less than two miles 

below Olga, on Highway 80, is 
Trout Creek, an excellent bass stream 
which enters the Caloosahatchee 
River from the north. This is a wild, 
jungle creek in a setting of exotic 
tropical beauty — alligators are al- 
ways to be seen sunning themselves 
along the banks. Trout Creek is best 
fished with a casting rod, as the 
heavy jungle growth and narrow con- 
fines make fly fishing very difficult. 
But the bass are there, and so are the 
snook and baby tarpon. 

A half mile east of Olga on the 
north side of the Caloosahatchee, is 
Telegraph Creek. Boats may be rented 
here, and there is good bass fishing 
about a mile above the camp. This, 
too, is casting-rod water. | 

Sixteen miles south of Fort Myers, 
on the Tamiami Trail, is the town of 
Estero, and the Estero River. The 
water above the road is considered 
fresh; below the road, salt. Bass and 
bream fishing comes into its own 
about a mile above the road, and 
boats for this fishing may be rented 
at Estero. 

Last, and not least, is the Imperial 
River, which passes through Bonito 
Springs, and, like the Estero, is fresh 
above and salt below the highway. 
Rental skiffs are available at Bonita 
Springs, and a short run up the river 
will take you into good bass water. 
The Imperial is an especially fine 
bream stream, particularly in the far 
upper reaches. 


Hunting 
Lee County might well be called a 
happy hunting ground. In this day 
and age of private properties, ap- 
proximately one-third of the county’s 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


total area is still open to public hunt- 
ing. Game of all sort is on the in- 
crease, largely as a result of the co- 
operation between the public and 
local wildlife officers of the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission — Walter Whitehead, Ernest 
Douglas, and Wilfred Mathis. 

Quail are everywhere, sometimes 
becoming a problem to home gar- 
deners. Wildlife officers are fre- 
quently called upon to trap quail out 
of somebody’s garden and put them 
in another part of the county. 

Walter Whitehead, assistant chief 
wildlife officer, was telling me about 
the abundance of quail in Lee County 
this spring when a man approached 
and said, “Walter, I got a problem.” 

“Anything I can do?” asked Walter. 

“Well,” said the fellow, “I sure 
would appreciate it if you fellows 
would come over to my place and trap 
out a few quail. They’re eating my 
tomato plants as fast as the shoots 
come out.” 

Walter said he’d take care of it 
right away, and jotted down a re- 
minder in his notebook. Then he 
turned to me and said, “There’s a lot 
of quail this year.” 

He wasn’t exaggerating. Perhaps 
the best quail grounds in the county 
are in the Iona farming area. While 
most of this land is in privately- 
owned farms, permission to hunt will 
usually be granted if the owner is 
approached in a friendly manner by 
a sportsman. 

Last dove season was one of the 
best on record in Lee County, and 
there is every reason to believe that 
next season will be equally good. 
Doves, like quail, are widely dis- 
tributed throughout the county, and 
are particularly abundant in the Iona 
area. 


EE IS also unquestionably one of 

the finest deer and turkey coun- 
ties in Florida. The Big Cypress, in 
the southeastern part of the county, is 
the top location. Deer and turkey 
hunting trips in this area are man- 
aged somewhat like regular African 
safaris—journeys deep into the back 
country of the Everglades and Big 
Cypress must be made via jeep or 
swamp-buggy. This is wild country 
which should not be penetrated by 
the inexperienced without a guide. 
Bill and Lester Piper, of Everglades 
Wonder Gardens at Bonita Springs, 
probably know the deer and turkey 
country better than anybody. Infor- 
mation about hunting may also be 
had from the Lee County Chamber 


JULY, 1951 


of Commerce. 

Duck hunting in Lee County is 
probably best around the _ back 
country ponds in the Everglades. 

Panther and black bear, both of 
which are now _ protected game 
animals in Florida, are still Lee 
County residents, but they are seldom 
encountered by the average hunter. A 
bear or panther hunt is highly spec- 
ialized, involving the use of specially 
trained dogs by hunters of vast 
experience. 

URING the long closed hunting 
season, Lee County’s gun lovers 
find their recreation at the Fort 
Myers Gun Club. Every Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon, their skeet range 
reverberates with booming activity. 
In 1950, the gun club members and 
visitors shot over $14,000 worth of 
skeet loads! They welcome visitors 
to try out their range, but let me 
offer one word of warning: Go easy 
on the bets; some of those gun club 
guys are good! For detailed informa- 
tion on Lee County hunting, drop by 
the Fort Myers Gun Club some Sat- 
urday or Sunday afternoon. The 
members are full of hunting yarns. 

In the final analysis, Lee County 
folks are fishermen and hunters 
through and through, for they live 
amidst some of our finest fishing and 
hunting territory. Stop at any motel, 
or gas station, or sporting goods 


store, or cafe, or any place at all in 
Lee County, and the chances are that 
the guy who runs the place is a 
sportsman. Swap yarns with a few 
of these people, and you’ll find your- 
self raring to try the fishing and 
—END 


hunting in Lee County. 













The home of 
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RODS - REELS - LINES - BAITS 


Johnson 


Outboard 
Motors 


and other 
Fine Lines 


The 
Complete 
Sporting 
Goods 


Store 


SPORTSMAN’S SUPPLY 
1118 First Street 


Ft. Myers, Fla. Ph. 58551 





REED’S SERVICE STATION 


U. S. Highway #41 Phone 39-1057 
Rt. 1, Box 247 LUTZ, FLORIDA 


In the heart of the best fishing territory in 
Florida—Land O’ Lakes. Complete lubrica- 
tion, tire repairs, new tires and batteries, 
battery charging, fish worms, nic-nacks and 
soft drinks. Try me and you'll come back. 





(". . . of tt best! 
* mick BOKEELIA 


ON BOCILLA ISLAND 


Opposite world’s famous Boca Grande 


Bokeelia offers the same fine tarpon and snook fishing plus easy accessibility. 
No ferryboat trip necessary. Just drive your car to the north end of PINE 
ISLAND. Here for your convenience is a small community catering to your 
fishing and vacation needs. Remember summer time is tarpon time, so come 


now and visit us. 


Frank’s Motor Boats 
Seabreeze Restaurant & Grocery 


Cole’s Grocery 
Carl’s Restaurant 


J. W. Baxter—Twin Palms Cottage Court 
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From the Air... 









Port Comfort 


“The Place. To Fish” 


FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 
Punta Rassa Rd. Phone 2379 


it’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates 
so high with fishermen and boatmen. 
A safe, comfortable harbor with excel- 
lent storage and berthing facilities. It 
also boa-ts of a complete repair yards 
and ways, groceries, supplies, gas, oil, 
and fishing tackle. 















McConnell and 
de Bordenave 
Chrysler - Plymouth 


Sales & Service 


1224 First Street 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 


G. A. HAMILTON 


IKE SHAW 


You'll Always 


Remember 
that tough battle, your line singing, 
your quarry jumping, if you bring 
your trophy to 


IKE SHAW & CO. 


Established 1899 
TAXIDERMISTS 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 
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SHOOTING AND FIREARMS 


(Continued from Page 11) 


For the taking of teal, Florida 
duck, baldpates and pintails, mal- 
lards and black ducks, to name a few 
of the more common wildfowl found 
on Florida’s flyways, a 12-gauge shot- 
gun of full choke, loaded with #4 
shot, is just fine for those long shots 
that are over 50 yards from the gun 
muzzle. Most of your shots, however, 
will be well under 50 yards, I can 
assure you. As range is reduced, one 
can successfully use smaller shot— 
#6, for example—without losing es- 
sential velocity, and also use less 
choke boring. For those duck shots 
under 50 yards, I’d recommend a 
modified choke and small shot (#6 or 
#7) for dense, deadly patterns, 
whether your chosen gauge is a 12 
or a 16. 

For the upland bird gunner, a 
heavy, full-choke, long-barreled shot- 
gun is a definite handicap. Success- 
ful upland hunters show a decided 
preference for light, well-balanced, 
easy handling pumps or automatics 
in 16 or 20 ga., most of them with 
fast-pointing 26-inch barrels, bored 
improved cylinder, or, at the most, 
modified choke. Used with #7% shot, 
the mosi useful of all shot sizes, such 
vuns are deadly within the previously 


mentioned average killing range 
limits of 18 to 35 yards. 
Where a double barrel is the 


choice, you won’t find the hot-shots 
using guns having marked differ- 
ences in barrel boring, either. If one 
barrel is bored, say, improved cylin- 
der, the other will likely be modified. 
Light short barrels make for faster 
alignment; this means you get on the 
target quicker, thereby actually re- 
ducing the distance between gun and 
target at the moment of firing, and 
miss fewer shots. 


American shotguns are built to 
such high standards that any nation- 
ally advertised product is a reliable 
buy. Just make sure that the one that 
attracts your eye fits you in all its 
major features, and that it is prac- 
tical for the use intended. 


Comvetitive Small Bore Shooting 


Right here in Florida, and dis- 
persed to an extent that at least one 
active unit can be found in your im- 
mediate vicinity, are some 34 active 
rifle clubs affiliated with the Na- 
tional Rifle Association. These clubs 
offer plenty of open, fast competi- 


tion to an ambitious rifleman. 

Open shoots are held annually at. 
St. Petersburg, in the Spring, and at 
Clearwater, in November, to name 
two events that rate high among the 
bullseye boys. Jacksonville, Miami, 
Key West and Orlando play host at 
intervals, as do other communities. 
There is plenty going on! 

Equipment for formal .22-cal. tar- 
get shooting is vather specialized, 
and, at the matches, one will find the 
average top-notch shooters using the 
Winchester Model 52 in heavy or 
standard barrel weights; or the popu- 
lar Remington Model 37. These two 
rifles are designed especially for 
serious competitive target shooting, 
and shoot more accurately than a man 
ean hold, as machine-rest tests have 
established. They are quality plus, 
and must be seen and properly used 
to be fully appreciated. 

Before purchasing any .22-cal. rifle 
for serious match shooting, visit an 
active club and talk with some of the 
shooters and examine their equip- 
ment. Meanwhile, get basic knowl- 
edge by doing a little reeding. One of 
the best texts ever written on rifle 
shooting is the non-commercial 
“Small Bore Rifle Handbook”, printed 
as a joint educational and promotional 
enterprise by the firearms and am- 
munition companies, and free for the 
esk ng by writing direct to the Win- 
chester, Remington, Savage, Moss- 
berg or Marlin factorics, or to the 
maker of your favorite brand of am- 
munition. It is well worth writing 
for; ‘my copy. is: still’ a. valuable 
volume in my technical library. An- 
other good booklet, especially for the 





“Whoo-o-o!”’ 
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serious-minded match competitor, is 
the text “From Tyro to Master’, ob- 
tainable from the National Rifle As- 
sociation, 1609 Rhode Island Ave., 
N.W., Washington, D. C., for 25%. 

If you are a junior marksman, 
there is a world of fun cpen to you. 
There are special events for juniors 
at most of the Florida shoots, and, in 
addition, you can usually compete in 
the senior events, too, provided you 
observe established rules of range 
safety and good spcrtsmansh'p. The 
NRA has a special medal and certifi- 
cate award program for junior shoot- 
ers of both sexes. Also, each year 
there are the Hearst Trophy Matches 
and the OPEN ROAD FOR BOYS 
magazine contests, open to all am- 
bitious youngsters, and fired right 
at home, using your own rifle and 
range in the presence of adult 
witnesses. 

Ask the NRA to send you detailed 
information, without any obligation 
on your part, about a program of 
home rifle marksmanship that has 
enabled over half a million boys and 
gir's to participate in an active way 
without a single firearms accident, 
while providing fun and high honors. 
You can use the rifle you already 
have, or, maybe, after acquainting 
yourself with the _ pcssibilities of 
competitive rifle shooting, you will 
went a more suitable rifle—say, a 
Winchester Model 75, Remington 
Mode's 513T or 52°T. the Stevens 
416-2, an H&R Model 451; or, if vou 
cen handle a man’s-sized rifle, either 
the heavier Winchester Model 52 or 
Remington Model 37. (And I'll let 
you in on a secret! The average 
youngster, when properly trained and 
equipped, will likely make some of the 
older shooters wish that they’d gone 
fishing, when the final range scores 
are posted. ) 

Handguns 


Few of us are so expert with a 
handgun that we can put one to prac- 
tical us: in hunting, though I have a 
shooting companion who bags squir- 
rels, and other small game, quite con- 
sistently with a handgun, being 
especially deadly on running shots— 
often a difficult feat even with a good 
rifle. 

Your handgun shooting, I take it, 
will either be that enjoyable pastime 
known as “plinking’’, in which odd 
cans, bottles, and other improvised 
targets are endangered, or attend- 
ance at the open competitive pistol 
matches, like those held on club 
ranges at Tampa and Coral Gables, 
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and at convenient points throughout 
the state. My roster of “Coming 
Events” lists a big, Southeastern 
Regicnal Pistol Shoot at Jacksonville, 


August 17-19, inclusive, to name cne. 


For all-around shooting, selection 
of a .22-cal. handgun from among the 
Colt Officer’s Model and the Smith & 
Wcsson K-22 Masterpiece revolvers, 
the Colt Match Target and Colt Sport 
Model ‘‘Woodsman’’, and the rival 
High Standard automatics, can be 
made with safety of investment and 
confidence in quality and incorpor- 
ated features. 


For the beginner, the revolver is 
safer to use and tends to save am- 
munition by encouraging more de- 
liberate firing; for the expert end 
the match-target aspirant, an auto- 
matic is a likely choice. I prefer the 
4%%-inch barrel length in a handgun 
of the automatic class, as this barrel 
length is most practical for both field 
and formal match shooting. On the 
other hand, many shooters prefer a 
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Motors in Southwest Florida 


Drop in at the 


ECONOMY REPAIR SHOP 
Ft. Myers 
527 E. First St., Ph. 44-4752 





Quail Feeders 
Hog, Cattie & 
Rainproof 
Guaranteed to 
Increase Your 
| Quail 
Write for Free Literature 
SCRUGGS QUAIL FEEDERS 
5205 Nebraska Ave. Tampa, Fila. 








FOLLOW THE WILDLIFE 
IN A STETSON 


No other hat is so well adapted to rugged use 
in the great outdoors. 





Pictured, the Stetson Texan 3X 





aS 


Beaver, $15.00 


This hat has been approved and is being worn by 
many State Wildlife Officers. 
The 3X gives you 60% Beaver content, a tightly felted, 
hard wearing, serviceable hat. 


ADAMS CITY HATTERS 


620 TAMPA STREET 


TAMPA, FLORIDA 
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THE SOUTH’S 
Most Complete 
Line of Tackle 


Shakespeare 
Pflueger 
Penn 
Bronson 
Plyflex 


LIVE SHRIMP 
~ BAIT 


Bring this ad and receive a free gift 


WEBB’S CITY 
FISHING HOLE 


ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA 


Tropical Palm Court 


Ph. 55-6642 


Owner, Dr. N. J. Rentz 


Ft. Myers, Florida 
Mer., Glen T. Green 


Member Superior Courts United 
Member AAA 


Centrally located to all 
Lee County’s best fishing 


Lee County’s finest. 2 miles north of 
Business District on US Highway 41. 


Kitchenettes, Tile Baths, Steam Heat 


28 DELUXE UNITS 
Summer Rates $4.00 & $5.00 


EVERGLADES 


WONDER GARDEN 


Bonita Springs, Fla. 


The Wonderland of Native Wildlife, 
Weird Reptiles, Strange Animals, 
Beautiful Exotic Birds 
Over 2000 Live Specimens 
in Natural Tropical Surroundings 


Entertaining, Thrilling & Educational 
Well Informed Guides 


A CAMERA FAN‘S PARADISE 
Member of Florida Attractions Assn. 





FARMS HOMES 
STORES W a 
GAS. STA. EST S frees 


REAL ESTATE BROKERS 
A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION 


O. L. MITCHELL, Rep. 


4914 E. Hillsboro Ave. TAMPA, FLA. 
Phone 34-0251 
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longer barrel, especially in match 
shooting. 

To the handgun enthusiast, who 
aspires to be included in that covet- 
able category of recognized handgun 
champions, daily dry practice is es- 
sential to success. It is the handgun 
shooter who has developed good 
shooting habits, trigger squeeze and 
shooting rhythm by dry firing a few 
shots daily with an empty handgun, 
at a bullseye pasted on wall of home 
or shop, who makes his shots count 
at the tournaments, while rivals on 
either side throw away their chances 
by scattering shots just outside the 
center area of the bullseye, in which 
true champions can write their names 
with hot lead. 


Boiled down, the technique of good 
shooting with a handgun —and the 
same holds true when a rifle or shot- 
gun is substituted—is simply a mat- 
ter of making each shot count the 
highest possible value. Final scores, 
and game bags, have a nice habit of 
taking care of themselves when the 
shooter makes it a practice to con- 
sider each shot fired as a “One-Shot 
Match,” whether at stationary paper 
targets or flying birds. Added to- 
gether, it is the total of these “One- 
Shot Matches,” won or lost, that de- 
termine a shooter’s rank wherever 
gunpowder is burned. 


Inexpensive books like “The ABC 
of Pistol Shooting’, published by the 
National Rifle Association; “The Art 
of Handgun Shooting” by Askins; 
and Walter Roper’s book, “Pistol and 
Revolver Shooting’, are good texts to 
help you in acquiring skill with a 
handgun. They will help you get 
started correctly, and regular prac- 
tice will do the rest. 


Fast & Fancy Shooting 

Fancy, or trick, shooting is pri- 
marily for that class of shooters who 
have thoroughly mastered certain 
shooting fundamentals, and who have 
developed the good coordination and 
timing that makes for fast and fancy 
—but accurate—marksmanship. It is 
enjoyed most by those shooters who 
display smooth, safe gun handling, 
combined with good shooting stance, 
essentials for success in this special- 
ized field. 


Assuming that you are skilled 
enough to hit bottles and tin cans, 
tossed twenty feet, or so, up and out 
and moving at a fast clip, you might 
try your skill on steel washers or 
moth balls at the same range. When 
you master those targets, try aspirin 





or magnesia tablets; the principle is 
the same even if the target is con- 
siderably smaller. 

There are many tricks that can be 
successfully worked out, given a safe 
firing range, favorable weather con- 
ditions and willingness to practice— 
practice—practice. 

Good firearms for fast and fancy 
shooting are the .22-cal. handguns 
previously mentioned, and light, fast- 
handling rifles as embodied in the 
Winchester Models 61 and 62; the 
Remington 121, and the Savage 29, 
all pump-action repeaters; and in the 
lever-action Marlin 39A; the Win- 
chester 63 semi-automatic and _ its 
rival, the Remington 550. Your own 
choice may be an unmentioned model. 
Most recently, I have fallen in love 
with the new Model 30 .22-cal. semi- 
automatic rifle made expressly for 
Sears-Roebuck, a rifle with many de- 
sirable features not heretofore found 
in rival products, and with a smooth- 
operating breech block that does not 
have the usual objectionable (to me, 
anyway) slap and clank of moving 
mechanism found in certain auto- 
matics. (The one I tested handled 
both regular and high velocity am- 
munition without a single bobble, no 
matter how fast the shots were fired 
— something commendable in an 
automatic. ) 

The Remington Arms Company 
publishes a free booklet on fancy 
shooting, but the best, most exten- 
sive text, in my opinion, is that well- 
illustrated volume “How To Be A 
Crack Shot’, by Claude Parmelee, a 
famous exhibition shot. The book, 
published by Greenberg Company, 
New York, may be had through 


LYER CLAODES 
NATIONAL PARK 
CONOUCTED FOURS 
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“Now I don’t want anyone lagging back 
or wandering off alone—never to be heard 
from again.” 
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almost any book shop. “Parm”’ really 
knows and covers his subject. Hunters 
as well as trap and Skeet shooters, 
will find it a very informative 
volume. 

Know the Gun You Shoot 

For maximum accuracy and enjoy- 
ment, know your gun. Pattern your 
shotgun at the standard test range of 
40 yards, using special, inexpensive, 
30-inch pattern targets, now avail- 
able, or, if necessary, blank paper 
with an aiming center and 30-inch 
radius. The pattern board tells the 
story of what your shotgun is doing 
with selected shell loads. It is the one 
best way of finding out whether or 
not your shotgun is your friend or 
foe. 

Rifle shooters and handgunners 
should learn to adjust sights quickly 
and accurately, remembering the 
cardinal rule that “the rear sight is 
moved in the direction you want your 
shots to hit”, and rifles and handguns 
should be sighted-in for the average 
range over which they will be used. 

Yes, sir; my friend was truthfully 
descriptive when he referred to shoot- 
ing as “the typical American sport’! 

—END 





KNOTS TO REMEMBER 


(Continued from Page 7) 


have also had the line snapped, too, 
even with a wire leader. If a fish is 
going to snap a line, he will snap it 
with a wire leader just as quickly as 
he would with a nylon leader. 

Again, if a big ol’ snook runs 
around barnacled pilings, is that 
snook going to stop at just the right 
place to rub the wire leader on the 
barnacles? Heck, no! Your line will 
be cut above the leader. So, why not 
use nylon? Nylon straightens itself. 
If it is nicked or frayed, you need 
only cut the bad part out. It’s a time 
saver and a line saver. It’s a boon to 
the expert fisherman. 

To prove, or condone, my point, 
here is one incident of the wire vs. 
nylon argument. The snook were in 
Salt Creek, near St. Petersburg, and 
were taking everything that floated. 
I was using nylon leaders. I would 
lay out a surface plug, twitch it, and 
“BLOUEY!” ...no plug! The Creek 
exploded and the plug was gone. I 
didn’t feel a tug. I didn’t feel any- 
thing. As I came hustling back to the 
ear for my fifth surface plug, the 
wife was attaching a wire leader to 
her line, and she said: 
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“Dummy, you need a wire leader. 
You’ve got to use a wire leader. What 
plug shall I use?” 


Rushing back to the Creek, I hol- 
lered, excitedly, “Take any plug you 
see except my tester-plug, which is 
on the back seat of the car.” That 
particular plug was a fish finding 
son-of-a-gun, and I was saving it for 
a model. 


As my fifth plug vanished in a 
waterburst, I caught sight of a hand- 
painted home-made plug sailing out 
towards the scene of combustion. It 
landed with a spat... “BOOM!” 

.. no plug. The wife grinned and 
said, “I never felt a thing.” 


An awful feeling of horror came 
over me. “What plug did you put on?” 


“The one you told me to use. The 
one on the back seat of the car.” 

I quit fishing right then. I didn’t 
say a word. I’m still mighty irritated 
over losing my pet plug, and, in my 
opinion, that wire leader was no asset 
to either my wife or myself. 


Now, about the length of the nylon 
leader tied to your casting line: Most 
fishermen use a mere 6- to 12-inch 
leader. Maybe this is as effective as 
a 3- to 6-foot leader. Through the 
past ten years, however, it has 
seemed to me that I have caught 
more fish by using the longer leader. 
Many times, fishing from the same 
boat with a pal who used the short 
leader, I have caught more fish when 
we were both using the same lure— 
same color, same action—and alter- 
nating our casts to the same spot 
where fish were feeding. Whether 
it’s reduced visibility, or what, a 3- 
to 6-foot nylon leader is my choice. 

In my tests with Du Pont nylon 
leader material, or monofilament, I 
found that the tensile strength 
marked on the package is conserva- 
tive. A coil of nylon sold as 6-lb. test 
—with a diameter of approximately 
.014”—will stand nearly a 9-lb. pull 
before breaking. When using the 
knots that are shown here, the 6-lb. 
test nylon will stand a 6%-lb. pull. 
Hence, even though knots weaken a 
line, by using proven knots you are 
assured of a full 6-lb. test under 
actual fishing conditions. 


There is one rule that is important: 
When tying a silk line or leader, you 
jerk the knot tight. When tying nylon, 
you pull the knot tight. Never jerk or 
snap nylon. If you do, it may break, 
and the break is your fault. 


Here are five knots that will ably 
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Haven for tropical living now 
being developed on Pine 
Island. 


Only 25 minutes by car from 
Fort Myers, Florida. 
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HEADQUARTERS 


PINE ISLAND SHORES 
JEFFCOTT REALTY INVESTMENTS 
847 FIRST ST. PHONE 5-4421 
Fort Myers, Florida 


FISHERMEN & 


We carry a complet 


line of supplies for you 


fishing needs. 


Fort Myers Hardware 
Ft. Myers, Fla. : 





MATLACHA 
FISHING CAMP 


MODERN HOUSEKEEPING CABINS 
ON WATERFRONT 


Fish Famous Matlacha Pass — Pine 
Island Sound — Redfish & Captiva 
Passes — Trout — Redfish —- Snook 
— Tarpon . 


Summer Rates for Couples — CABIN 
—BOAT—GUIDE — $25.00 each per 
week. Special Weekend Rates—Friday 
Night — Saturday — Sunday Night — 
Couple—$10.00 each. Full particulars 
— F. A. McMAHON, Star Route C, 
Fort Myers, Fla. 









NEW PORT RICHEY 
INSURANCE AGENCY 


R. J. Henry H. L. Crutchfield 
NEW PORT RICHEY, FLA. 
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‘Tae FLORIDA 


HANDBOOK 
1949-1950 
compiled by ALLEN MORRIS 


®Over 400 pages crammed full with 
Florida Facts, History, Government, 
People, Places, Resources ... “a 
must for any person desiring a well- 
rounded knowledge of Florida... 
indispensable to anyone wanting to 
have always at his fingertips the 
knowledge about his state all its 
citizens should possess.” 


Onder Youl 


Florida’s only complete reference 
book—$3.00 post paid 


THE PENINSULAR PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. Box 549 Tallahassee, Fla. 


I. W. Phillips & Co. 


Morgan & Cass Streets 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


‘Strictly Wholesale” 


See your Local Dealer for 
your Fishing Tackle 


MEANING... 
Geet in Fishing 
« The Geez in Hunting 
+ The Gest in Accomoda- 


tions A 
+ The Ges in Hospitality 


LAKE OKEECHOBEE 

For a pleasant summer vacation with good 
fishing on a limited budget. Modern house- 
keeping units, cabins, trailer-space, & plenty 
of parking. Restaurant. Inboard and out- 
board motorboats, skiffs, & guide service. 
Summer fly fishing for bass, bluegills, & 
Shellcrackers is excellent. For reservations, 
write, wire, or phone 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
Box 6426 CLEWISTON, FLORIDA Phone 45 


MIAMI RARE BIRD FARM 
Box 100, Kendall, Florida 


HUNDREDS OF BIRDS, MONKEYS AND 
ANIMALS ON EXHIBITION 
AND FOR SALE 
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assist a fisherman (see illustrations) : 

The “No-name” knot is somewhat 
similar to the simple waterloop knot, 
but ends are put through the loop 
twice. When the nylon ends are put 
through the loop only once, the knot 
will NOT hold. This knot is very easy 
to tie. 

The ‘‘Chator” knot is better than a 
“Blood” knot, which it resembles in 
that it will not slip. It is slightly 
more complicated to tie, but is well 
worth the extra effort. Use it when 
your line is frayed or broken, as it 
goes through the level-wind without 
being noticeable. This is the pre- 
ferred knot in all tapered leaders, a 
must for fly fishermen. 

The “Clinch” knot is one that a 
bait caster will use daily. It’s a good 
knot to use when tying a nylon leader 
to a safety snap. Also when tying 


flies or bass bugs to your fly line 





leader. Use a safety knot in the end 
of the leader to prevent a possible 
slippage. 


The “Perfection” knot is the recom- 
mended knot for tying a straight- 
pulling loop on the end of your fly 
rod leader. Follow the directions once 
and you have this knot at your com- 
mand for life. 


The “Turle”’ knot. A must for fly 
fishermen who use a turned-down or 
a turned-up eyed hook. It allows the 
pull of the leader to be on the shank 
of the hook, and the eye acts as a 
guide. Use a safety knot, and have no 
regrets over lost flies or fish. 


In conclusion I would like to say 
that I learned the value of these few 
knots the hard way. The hard way is 
by trial and error. So, if you do not 
have the time to experiment, maybe 
these are the knots for you. —END 





ARCHERY IS AMAZING 


(Continued from Page 9) 


an excellent bow can be fashioned by 
hand. This is probably the best way 
to get a first bow. 

Expert bowmen usually graduate 
to laminated bows that run in price 
from $35 to $60. These swanky jobs, 
most of which are of the “recurve” 
variety, are glued up of various 
materials scientifically’ chosen for 
precise stresses and strains. Their 
outside face is usually of glass fiber, 
with several layers of wood or metal 
strips placed before a final inside 
facing of toxhorn. 

In a time of dwindling game re- 
sources, many erstwhile gun hunters, 
unable to reconcile their enjoyment of 
the hunt with a real desire for con- 
servation of wildlife, have laid aside 
their guns and turned to archery as 
the ideal solution to the problem. 
Competence with the bow and arrow 
is a much more satisfying achieve- 
ment than a corresponding degree of 
skill with a firearm. Seldom, if ever, 
is permission denied the archer to 
hunt on private lands, and, as a con- 
Sequence, many desirable areas are 
open to him alone. Hunting with the 
bow is similar to the fisherman who, 
with delicate fly tackle, goes after the 
large salt-water game fish, pitting 
himself against terrific odds to make 
his catch. The satisfaction each suc- 
cess brings is great enough to com- 
pensate for the many trips that pro- 
duce no game. 


The power of a bow is measured by 
the amount of pounds required to hold 
it drawn at the shooting position. 
Bows for women and children gen- 
erally have a pull of 25 to 35 lbs. The 
average field archery bow will pull 
from 50 to 65 lbs., and this power is 
adequate for deer hunting. Bows are 
made with pulls of 85 lbs., and over, 
depending upon the bowman’s ability 
to hold the bow at full power while 
sighting at game and waiting for a 
shot. Howard Hill, perhaps the most 
famous of modern archers, uses a 
hunting bow with a pull of 150 lbs. 
With it, he has killed almost every 
kind of big game the world has to 
offer, including lions, tigers, ele- 
phants and even a whale—a far cry 
from the umbrella-rib bow of child- 
hood days. 

Deer have been killed by archers at 
ranges exceeding 200 yards, and if 
you find this hard to swallow, re- 
member that the national record for 
distance of an arrow in actual flight 
is 741 yards. One of the regular 
events at tournaments is the “wand 
shoot” in which the target is a shaft 
of wood two inches wide and six feet 
long placed in a standing position. 
The distance is 100 yards! 

The American Plains Indians, who 
depended upon the herds of buffalo 
for most of their food, had no trouble 
converting these notoriously tough 
animals into steaks and stew. Their 
bows and arrows were crude, indeed, 
compared to present-day ones. In 
World War II, Australia used archers 
as snipers against the Japs, and any- 
one who has ever heard the solid 
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“thunk” a hard-driven broadhead 
makes when it strikes a target can 
easily imagine the advantages this 
weapon would have in_ guerrilla 
warfare. 


The National Field Archery Asso- 
ciation holds a national tournament 
each year and, as a rule, upward of 
500 archers gather for four days of 
competitive shooting in a_ locale 
chosen by the tournament committee. 
National Champions, both men and 
women in various classes, emerge 
from these events, and you ean be 
sure that it takes championship form 
to produce a winner. An interesting 
angle in connection with the national 
tournament is that many of the clubs 
hold local tournaments of their own 
and send their winners, expenses 
paid, to the national meet. 


W. J. Braman and Allen Kendall, 
who are president and secretary, re- 
spectively, of the Indian River Field 
Archers, have instigated a program 
of regular Sunday afternoon shoots, 
with prizes going to the high scorers 
in each class at the end of the month. 
Sometimes the prizes are archery 
medals, but they usually consist of 
archery equipment such as_ bow- 
strings, arrows, etc. Kendall, inci- 
dentally, has a standing invitation for 
any archery group to contact him to 
arrange a competitive shoot, either 
on the official field course at Jensen 
Beach or by mail. 


Mail tournaments are possible be- 
tween any archery clubs that have an 
official field course. The shoots are 
carefully conducted according to strict 
rules and regulations, and the results 
are mailed to competing clubs. Chess 
and checkers tournaments have long 
been played by mail, and now archery 
shoots by mail order is becoming 
more popular right along. 


Besides being amazing, archery is 
fun. The three classes engaged in the 
sport in the Jensen Beach club are 
Adolescent (age 10 to 12), Junior (12 
to 16), and Adult (16 and over). Each 
group finds ample reward for their 
efforts. The small fry shoot fast and 
then hurry along the paths, anxious 
to get in as much shooting as possible. 
For them, the regulation distances on 
all targets are shortened consider- 
ably. The older groups proceed with 
deliberation and care, as each official 
score will affect their handicap 
rating. 


That archery is a fine exercise as 
well as an amazing sport is quite 
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evident when a group of archers 
gather. Wide shoulders, well devel- 
oped arms and deep chests are the 
rule. 

If field archery sounds like some- 
thing you’d like to try, get together 
with the nearest club. If there is no 
club, and you are still interested, the 
National Field Archery Association, 
at Redlands, California, will be glad 
to forward information. Or, better 
still, whittle yourself a bow, buy a 
few arrows to match, and _ start 
shooting at a target in your own back 
yard. You won’t bag any game that 
way, but you’ll sure meet a lot of 
your neighbors. Why not try it and 
see for yourself? —END 


“Finest Fresh Water Fishing in Florida” 
HERKOMER’S CAMP 


Quiet and restful in beautiful Central Florida, 
% mile off U. 8. 41 


Furnished Housekeeping Cottages with all 
modern conveniences. 
Bait at all times and a friendly host and 
hostess. 


HERNANDO, FLORIDA 


RATES: $25 to $35 Week, Boat Included! 
BOATS e MOTORS e CABINS @ GUIDES 


“A Sportsman’s Dream Come True” 
For Reservations, Write Us 


NEW MODERN CABINS 


SUTTON’S LODGE 
NEW HOTEL BEDS 
HERNANDO, FLORIDA 
BAIT - MOTORS - BOATS - GUIDES 
“Follow the signs east of Hernando’’ 
ON LAKE TSALA APOPKA 


S & K SPORTS STORE 


106 E. Main St. — Lakeland, Florida 
COMPLETE LINE OF SPORTING GOODS 


REEL REPAIRS 
“STEVE”’ “HARRY” 


MAIL OR BRING 





GREY & DINGUS REALTORS 


Or Write P. O. Box 475 
Phone 2-362] 
NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 
WE SPECIALIZE IN RIVER FRONT LOTS 
AND LARGE ACREAGE TRACTS 
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BINOCULARS 


@ THE OPTICAL PERFECT 
BINOCULAR 

you have waited for, now at a 

price you can afford. 
@ Designed and engineered to 
withstand a lifetime of 









enjoyment, 
@ Precision made in every detail. 
@ Center focusing that gives you 
finger tip adjustment. 





Includes Fed. Tax, 
genuine leather 
case and straps. 

F R E E ¥ 1 YEAR WRITTEN GUARANTEE 

e¢ FOR OPTICAL ALIGNMENT. 

10 days trial, complete satisfaction, 

or your money refunded. 

$2 deposit required on C.O.D.’s Cash orders prepaid 


JEWELL OPTICAL REPAIR 


26 Sunnyside Road, West Orange, New Jersey 



















PASCO MOTORS 
GMC PONTIAC 


Case Farm Implements 
SALES & SERVICE 
Phone 15 Blue 


DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


THOMPSON ENTERPRISE, Inc. 
HARDWARE DIVISION 


KEY WEST, FLORIDA 
FINE FISHING TACKLE 


BE SURE TO VISIT 
CHIMPANZEE FARM 
DANIA, FLORIDA 


APES AND MONKEYS FROM ALL 
OVER THE WORLD 





TALLAHASSEE MOTOR HOTEL 


100 TOP-GRADE COTTAGES 
U. S. 27, Alternate 90—1 Mile Downtown 
IN THE CENTER OF EXCELLENT FRESH 
AND SALT WATER FISHING 
GOOD HUNTING 





WYLDEWOOD BIRD FARM 
1000 N. Federal Highway 
DANIA, FLORIDA 


IMPORTERS — EXHIBITORS — BREEDERS 
UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC BIRDS 


Cages — Feed — Seed -—- Supplies 





TROPICAL BIRD & MONKEY FARM 


Florida’s Greatest Show Place 
3600 N.W. 79th St. on Route to Hialeah 


Race Track. Phone 88-4131 
MIAMI], FLA. 


BRING YOUR CAMERA 
Admission 52c Tax Included 








PUNTA GORDA 
STATE BANK 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


Members Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 








GREEN 
FUEL CO. 


Mr. J. M. Dennis, 
Owner 


Ft. Myers, Florida 











FOR SALE 
FARMS LAKE FRONT LOTS 
CATTLE RANCHES GROVES 
LAKE FRONT HOMES ACREAGE 


T. P. BAKER 


REGISTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER 
ROUTE 1, BOX 111 LUTZ, FLA. 


W. A. PARRISH 
REAL ESTATE BROKER 
MARATHON, FLORIDA 


Island Acreage, Homesites and Business Lots 
at Marathon, the Heart of Florida Keys 





GREEN TAVERN 


Located on U S #19 — 1 mile south 


CRYSTAL RIVER, FLA. 
ONE OF THE FINEST EATING PLACES 


In the heart of Good Fishing 
and Hunting Section 








LET’S GO FISHING 
Folks you have no idea how much more pleas- 
ure you can get out of a fishing trip by 
using the Fisherman’s Pal to handle the boat 
for casting, instead of oars or paddle. Weight 
734 ib. no trouble to carry. Price $30.00. Yes, 
it is made of tempered aluminum. 


MARTIN’S FISH TAIL PROPELLER 
6599 Haines Rd. St. Petersburg, Fla. 





THE FLAMINGO 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE & RESTAURANT 


Maud & Gil Spence Phone 2551 
MARATHON, FLORIDA 


STEAKS, SEAFOOD, KEY LIME PIE 
Food cooked especially for You 
Modern Cabins, Hot & Cold Water 


THE HEART OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 





Smith Bicycle & Sporting Goods 
A Full Line of Sporting Goods. Fishing Tackle. 
COMPLETE BICYCLE REPAIRS 


Keys Made, Repairing of Safes and Guns 
1196 Tampa St., Tel. 2-1370, Tampa, Florida 








HALL HARDWARE & TACKLE 


FISHING TACKLE — BAIT OF EVERY MAKE 
PAINT — HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 
AMMUNITION — GUNS 


221 Magnolia Ave. Tampa, Florida 








We Handle the Following Nationally Adver- 
tised Appliances: Caloric — Magic Chef — 
Chambers — Real Host Ranges — Servel Re- 
frigerators, Ruud — Smithway Water Heat- 
ers and Dearborn Room Heaters. 


Southeastern Natural Gas Corp. 
36th St. & 13th Ave. Tampa Phone 41184 
518 S. Pinellas Ave., Tarpon Springs 


Miami - Ft. Myers - West Palm Beach 
Florida’s Oldest and Largest Bottled Gas 
Distributor 
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Ben L. McLauchlin 
Appointed As Game 
Agency's Director 


Ben L. McLauchlin, assistant director of 
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion, was appointed as director to succeed 
Coleman Newman June 15. 

Since joining the Commission in April 
1949, McLauchlin has served as supervisor 
of the wildlife officers’ training school, head 
of the Commission’s law enforcement divi- 
sion, and as assistant director, holding the 
latter post since April 18, 1950. 

He is a native of Marion County, and a 
resident of Ocala. He graduated from the 
University of Florida College of Agricul- 
ture in 1937, serving as vice-president of 
the student body in his senior year. He 
taught vocational agriculture in Sumter 
County for four years, and also had charge 
of the county’s trade and industrial educa- 
tion program. He was selected as Florida’s 
master teacher of vocational agriculture by 
the State Department of Agricultural Edu- 
cation in 1941. 

During World War II, he served with 
the U. S. Army Air Force for four years, 
two years of which was overseas duty. He 
held the rank of lieutenant colonel upon 
retirement from service. 


Chief Officer 
John E. Swift 
Passes May 20 


John Edward Swift, Sr., 52, chief wildlife 
officer of the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission, passed away Sunday, May 20, 
at his home in Clearwater. Death was at- 
tributed to heart trouble. 

Born December 20, 1898, in Jacksonville, 
Swift took up residence in Clearwater in 
1912, where he joined the city police de- 
partment in 1927. He served as chief of 
police for two years prior to his resigna- 
tion in 1947, at which time he joined the 
State game agency on March 15. He was 
promoted to assistant chief wildlife officer 
of the First Conservation District on Sep- 
tember 1, 1947, and to chief wildlife offi- 
cer on November 18, 1948. 

He was a member of the Clearwater Bap- 
tist Church, Masonic Lodge 127, and Elks 
Lodge 1525. 

Swift is survived by his wife, Lavonia 
Pickerel Swift, a son, John Edward Swift, 
Jr., and his mother, Mrs. Charles Swift, all 
of Clearwater. 





E. T. OSWALD 


MEN'S & BOYS’ 
WEAR 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 









MONKEYS MAKE FINE PETS 

Send 10c for brochure and pricelist—listing 

care, feeding, and housing of 11 most popular 
varieties, and their characteristics. 


All kinds of birds, animals, and reptiles 
for sale. 


TROPICAL HOBBYLAND 
1525-B NW 2%th Ave. MIAMI, FLA. 
—ARPAAPALPAPAPP PPP PPP PPP 


THE EAGLE’S NEST 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 





Owned and Operated by 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Kelly 


CURRAN’S 
GULF SERVICE STATION 


Punta Gorda, Fla. 


Phone 217 


GULF OIL 
PRODUCTS AND 
ACCESSORIES 





VASCO PEEPLES 


Punta Gorda, Florida 


HEADQUARTERS FOR JEEPS 
AND FIRESTONE PRODUCTS 


WILLIAMSON’S RADIO & 
ELECTRIC SERVICE 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


HOT POINT DEALERS 


Radio & Electric Appliance—House Wiring— 
Sales & Service—W. Marion Ave.—Phone 152 





BILL’S TACKLE SHOP 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


“GO FISHING AND LIVE LONGER” 
A FULL LINE OF FISHING TACKLE 








PAT’S BAR & GRILL 


On Trail one mile south of Punta Gorda, Fla. 
PHONE 194 


Specializing in Western Steaks, Chicken 
and Sea Foods. Sandwiches. 


DANCING NIGHTLY 








George's Sinclair Station 
Sinclairize For Summer Driving Comfort 


Accessories—Tires—T ubes & Batteries 


Corner King & Olympia — Phone 138 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 
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Dr. Peek Appointed 
As Fifth District 
Game Commissioner 


Dr. E. G. Peek, retired physician and 
surgeon of Ocala, has been appointed by 
Governor Fuller Warren to the State Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission as a 
member from the Fifth Congressional Dis- 
trict. 

Dr. Peek, whom Governor Warren has de- 
scribed as “an ardent sportsman for many 
years who has devoted much of his time 
succeeds M. C. 
Lewis, of Orlando, and will serve until 


Jan. 4, 1954. 
A native of Old Town in Dixie County, 


to conservation work,” 


Peek has practiced medicine in Ocala for 
40 years. He is a former mayor of Ocala 
and a past president of the Marion County 
and State Medical Associations. 

Dr. Peek attended the budget meeting of 
the Commission June 4, in his first official 
appearance. At this meeting, he said that 
his appointment was completely unsolicited 
and was made without any promises on his 
part. 

“I am making no promises to the spotts- 
men of the state, but I will try my best to 
get the commission working together. I hope 
the sportsmen will come to speak of this 
group with pride,” Dr. Peek stated. 


Coleman Newman 
Resigns Post As 
Agency Director 


Coleman Newman, director of the Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, resigned 
his post effective June 15 in order to return 
to active field work as head of the game 
and fish management division of the Com- 
mission, 

Newman, who has been associated with 
the Commission in various capacities for 
over four years, was in charge of the Com- 
mission deer and turkey program hefore ap- 
pointment as assistant director and then 
director, serving in the latter capacity since 
March 14, 1949. 

In his letter of resignation, Newman stat- 
ed that he thought it was necessary for the 
Commission to redouble its efforts in con- 
servation of game and fresh water fish re- 
sources, and requested that he be relieved 
of the directorship to return to active field 
work. 

Ben L. McLauchlin, assistant director, 
was named to succeed Newman. 
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Charles H. iNadévion 
Leaves I&E Post To 


Enter Private Firm 

Charles H. Anderson, director of the Di- 
vision of Information and Education of the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
resigned his position effective June 15. 

Anderson has served with the division 
for three years and 11 months in the capac- 
ities of staff photographer, picture editor 
of FLORIDA WILDLIFE, and _ division 
director. 

He is leaving to enter private enterprise 
in Shreveport, Louisiana, as partner in the 
firm of Collins and Anderson, representing 
a group of nationally known sporting gocds 
manufacturers, including Wright-McGill, 
Denver, Colorado, Coxe-Bronson Reel Co., 
Bronson, Michigan, and others. 


Jack Shoemaker Joins 
Florida Wildlife As 
Photographer-Writer 


Jack Shoemaker, Jacksonville, has joined 
the Division of Information and Education 
of the Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission, it was announced recently. 

Shoemaker, former publicity director of 
the Gator Bowl, and publicist of amateur 
golf tournaments in St. Augustine, will serve 
as division photographer-writer. 

A graduate of the University of Florida 
School of Journalism, Shoemaker served as 
press attache for the 1951 Florida Legisla- 
ture. He is a veteran of World War II, 
having seen service with the U. S. Army 
in the European Theatre of Operations. 
Since his graduation from college, Shoe- 
maker has been associated with several 
small Florida daily newspapers, and was 
also a free-lance author, specializing in ar- 
ticles on Florida’s industries and tourist at- 
tractions. 





‘ SMNREY- 
“Now I don’t want to hear any more 
about me never bringing any fish home!” 





ROSS LABYER’S 


One-Stop Service Station 
SUNOCO PRODUCTS 

When in the Lake Okeechobee area, stop in 
and talk fishing with us. Let us share our 
Lake Okeechobee knowledge with you. We 
carry a full line of fishing tackle, hardware, 
and groceries. Firestone dealer. 

Sugarland Highway CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 


BE SURE TO VISIT 


PARROT JUNGLE 


RED ROAD — S. W. 5ith AVE. 
ROUTE #2, BOX #190 


MIAMI, FLA. 








Norman Auto Supplies 
1401 Main St. P. O. Box 832 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


REPLACEMENTS, PARTS AND 
AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 


MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM 
KEY WEST, FLORIDA’S 


Number One Tourist Attraction 








THE REEF RESTAURANT 
and 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
at 7% mile bridge—Oversea Highway 


FOR FINEST OF SALT WATER ANGLING 
MARATHON, FLORIDA 





MOODY BROTHERS 


925 Cleveland Ave. Phone 2-1186 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 
“TRAILER BOTTLES FILLED” 


SEE OUR DISPLAY 
Stoves, Water Heaters, Refrigerators 
and Heating Equipment 


AL PFLUEGER 
TAXIDERMIST 


North Miami, Fla. Box 1328 


BOYETTE CYCLE SHOP 


2312 Citrus St. Ft. Myers, Fla. 
Phone 5-1138 


Air Cooled Motors. Outboard Motor Service 
LAWN MOWER AND BICYCLE SERVICE 





SILCOX MOTOR PARTS 


229 Anderson Ave. Ft. Myers, Fla. 
PHONE 2-1176 


AUTOMOTIVE MACHINE SHOP 
SERVICE 
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VACATION — FISH — RELAX 
at Panasoffkee’s newest fishing camp. Modern, 
clean cottages, electric kitchens, large 
living rooms, bedrooms, private baths. 


dry boats, 1950 Johnson Motors, guides, 
ing tackle. Write 


HELFER’S COTTAGES 
Panasoffkee, Fla. Ph. Bushnell 2922 


JIM’‘S GARAGE 
1130 Cleveland Ave. Ft. Myers, Fla. 
ONE DAY SERVICE 


Auto Repairing, Re-bearing, Re-babbiting, 
Align Bearing, Complete Brake Service, 
Beam Front End Service 





TRAIL SERVICE STATION 


1130 Cleveland Ave.—Phone 2-9691 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 


TEXACO PRODUCTS 


TIRES, BATTERIES, TUBES AND ALL 
KINDS OF ACCESSORIES 


MAXWELL’S PHARMACY 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


“Get It Where They've Got It’’ 


B&B SUPER MARKET 


800 Anderson Ave. Ft. Myers, Fla. 
AIR CONDITIONED 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 





Sanderhoff Hardware 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


BUILDERS SUPPLIES 


Paints, Varnishes — Sporting Goods 
FRIGIDAIRE APPLIANCES 








BOB’S GROCERY 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


MEATS — FROZEN FOODS 
Fruits and Vegetables 





KING’S FURNITURE CO. 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


“WE FEATHER YOUR NEST 
WITH A LITTLE DOWN” 


ARCADIA 


PUNTA GORDA FT. MYERS 








J. T. MANNING 
HARDWARE 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


Attention Fishermen, General Line of Fishing’ 
Tackle, Motors, Boats and Fishing Supplies. 


GUNS AND AMMUNITION 














New Hunting Laws 


Discussion Slated 
For July 16 Meet 


Discussion of the 1951-52 hunting rules 
and regulations will be considered at the 
next meeting of the Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission July 16 in the State Capi- 
tol, according to Louis G. Morris, Monti- 
cello, chairman. 

At a Commission budget meeting June 
4, Morris also announced that all future 
Commission meetings would be held for the 
express purpose of paying primary attention 
to only one phase of the State wildlife pro- 
gram at a time. Former practice was to con- 
sider any and all projects suggested by any 
sportsman’s group during the course of a 
meeting. 

Future meetings and agenda will also 
be announced far enough in advance in or- 
der to give all sportsmen an opportunity to 
air their views, Morris stated. 


Dr. I. N. Kennedy 
Retires From Agency 
APR Post July Ist 


Dr. I. N. Kennedy, 70, administrator of 
public relations for the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission, retired July 1, after 
22, years of service. 

Kennedy started as a commission field- 
man in 1929, became executive secretary 
in 1935, and director in January 1943. A 
native of Virginia, he moved to Florida at 
the age of 11, and now resides in Eustis. 
A graduate of the University of Florida 
and Emory University, he served as repre- 
sentative from Lake County for 14 years, 
and mayor of Eustis for 13, and was also 
active in various programs of the Game 
agency throughout Florida. 


Fred W. Jones New 
Chief |. & E. Section 


Of Game Commission 


Fred W. Jones, Lakeland, was appointed 
chief of the Division of Information and 
Education effective June 15 by Ben L. Mc- 
Lauchlin, director of the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission. 

Jones, former outdoor editor of the Lake- 
land Ledger and Radio Station WLAK, as 
well as director of the Lakeland Chamber 
of Commerce Fishing Information Bureau, 
succeeds Charles H. Anderson, who re- 
signed to enter private business. 

Jones is also president of the Florida 
Outdoor Writers Association. 





FREE! FREE! FREE! 
FISHING OR HUNTING INFORMATION 


Stop at 


MILEY’S GULF SERVICE 


Junction U. 8S. 41 and Florida 200 
Garage HERNANDO, FLA. Road Service 
MARINE GAS AND OIL AVAILABLE 


Always Good Fishing and Hunting Near Here 


WISHING STONE 


Open 24 Hours ...7%7 Days a Week 


FISHING TACKLE e@ REEL PARTS 
FISHING LICENSES 
BOATS AND MOTORS 
Sold All Hours 
CABINS e GAS AND OIL 


415 Miles South of Inverness — U. S. 41 


_ CLEWIS FARMS a BRANCH OFFICE 


Lake-front homes, pastures, groves and 
highway business opportunities. 

Two of the best fresh-water fish camps 
in the state now available. 


P. O. Box 5485 Land O’ Lakes, Fla. 





HINDMAN’S 
Standard Service Station 
Punta Gorda, Florida 


TIRES AND TUBES, GAS AND OIL 


M, H. SEARS 





WAYNO STEUART 
USED CARS 


1200 Florida Ave., Tampa, Fla. 
Compare Our Price and Quality 
WE SELL UNDER CEILING 


SIM’S HARDWARE 


1039 S. Florida Ave. 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 


For quality Sporting Goods try SIM’S 
HARDWARE, and for your Bag Limit try 
Game and Fish Conservation. 





B&B SUPER MARKET 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


“’Elorida’s Finest Food Store”’ 








Brown Chevrolet Inc. 
So. Tamiami Trail Ph. 318 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 
Genuine Chevrolet Parts 


NEW & USED CARS AND TRUCKS 








POINT’S PLACE 


CHARLOTTE HARBOR, FLA. 
Phone 96-W 


BOATS, BAIT, AND TACKLE 
ON THE BAY 





FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
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STICKS AND STONES 


(Continued from Page 3) 





FROM PUERTO RICO 

I have been a subscriber to FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE for over a year, and I haven't 
yet read a wildlife magazine more interest- 
ing than yours. It tells both the hunter and 
the fisherman what he wants to know about 
wildlife in the state. It informs you of the 
records being made, and where they are 
being made. Thanks for your kindness in 
forwarding me my magazines. 

MERVYN L. SIMMONS, PFC, USAF 
Puerto Rico 
P. S.: There isn’t any wildlife down here, 
but the bass fishing is great. MLS. 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE is being sent to any 
serviceman anywhere in the world for the 
standard subscription price of $1.00 per 
year. 
DRYLAND TEXANS 

Here is my check for my FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE. I sure enjoy seeing pictures 
and articles on my old fishing grounds. The 
last issue (March, 1951) included shots of 
the Ochlocoknee and St. Marks rivers. . . I 
almost believe I could go to the exact loca- 
tions of the pictures. 

I don't hesitate to show FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE to these dryland Texans, and 
they sure read it from cover to cover. Even 
the advertisements look good. 

B. R. KENDRICK, Ist. Lt., USAFR 
Randolph Field, Texas 
LIFE BEGINS AT 70 

I like FLORIDA WILDLIFE very 
much. I visit Florida every season and like 
to catch your big bass. I am past 70 years 
of age, and retired. The only thing that I 
wish is that all men over 65 years of age 
could fish anywhere in the U. S. A. without 
a license. When I am in Florida, I pay 
$7.25 to fish 60 days. This law (residents 
over 65 exempted from licenses) that you 
have in Florida should be universal all over 
the country so that everybody may fish 
when he or she is past 65. 

CARL W. WENDT 
Columbus, Ohio 





MATHEMATICAL PROBLEM 

We can’t figure out whether you should 
send us our copy of FLORIDA WILDLIFE 
free, or whether you should charge us five 
times as much. You see, we receive same, 
read it, pass it on to my father, who then 
passes it on to my sister, who passes it on 
to her brother-in-law, who then passes it 
on to his brother. Naturally, none of these 
pass it along until after they have read it 
thoroughly. 


JULY, 1951 


eo OE ldlife: Traving Boe 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed tor SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements 10c a word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 words or $1.50. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 





REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


“WELAKA,” the St. Johns River Sports- 
man’s Paradise, fishing camps, river 
front homes, groves, business opportuni- 
ties. E. J. TEeRONDE, Crescent City, Fla. 


WILD FOWL FOR SALE 
FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild 
Ducks, Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varie- 


ties. DAVIS & GIST, McIntosh, Fla. 
Florida Permit #25, Federal #33208. 


COTTAGES 





BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking 
facilities, Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, 
boats and bait. Box 388, Tarpon Springs. 
Phone 2473. 





DOGS FOR SALE 





GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS 
— The All Purpose Dog you’ve read 
about. PUREBRED BEAGLES. Puppies 
usually. All dogs registered in A. K. C. 
LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels, Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


All we care about is to have you keep 
up the good work, and keep FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE coming. 

MRS. D. A. MacLANAHAN 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 


TRADING POST 
I sold three good dogs from my last 

classified advertisement under “Dogs for 

Sale” in your “Wildlife Trading Post.” So 

maybe we had just better leave the ad in 

permanently. Please bill me each month. 
LEONARD BENNETT 
Lake Weir Kennels 
Oklawaha 


NO HESITATION 
Why should a guy hesitate? FLORIDA 

WILDLIFE is worth many times the buck 

enclosed. 
HOWARD S. PRATT 
Rod & Gun Editor 
Brooklyn Eagle 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


ONLY 12 
The only complaint I have about your 
magazine is that there are only 12 issues a 
year. 
BILL D. CLARK 
Tampa 


FISH BAIT FOR SALE 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE — GILBERT’S 
HAPPY CONTENT WIGGLING, RED 
WATER WORMS—1,000 Worms, $5.00; 
2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms packed 100 
to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received. 
Prepaid.—_GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIP- 
LEY, FLORIDA. 


GUN REPAIRS 


CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold 
bluing process on double barrel shot 
guns; hot dip on other guns. New, sec- 
ond-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smoke- 
less powder, percussion caps, primers, 
factory ammo., sights and other acces- 
sories. Come and see us. Palm Har- 
bour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write 
us about your needs. Bradley & Fought 
Gun Shop, P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 


GUNS—AMMUNITION 


COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re- 
bluing, plating, re-stocking, sights, 
scopes, recoil pads. Bonafide dealer’s 
trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 





PRESCRIPTION 
Health conditions in our family will not 
permit us to spend this winter in Florida, 
but we will look forward with eagerness to 
future issues of FLORIDA WILDLIFE. 
F. C. PARISH 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


FIVE POINT 
GROCERY & MARKET 


PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 


Phone 212 


COMPLETE LINE OF GROCERIES & MEATS 
FEEDS AND BABY CHICKS 





West Coast Motor Court 
Punta Gorda, Fla. Ph. 125-W 
SEVENTEEN EFFICIENCY UNITS 


Between Highway #41 and Charlotte Harbor 
DAY, WEEK OR MONTH 








BRIGHT SPOT 
SERVICE STATION 


TEXACO PRODUCTS 


Complete Automotive Service 


Road Service Tel. 200 Punta Gorda, Fla. 











Some of your fading recollections 
of experiences in the outdoors could 
have been everlasting and vivid. 

When they happened, they might 
have been thrilling, or hilarious, or 
just genuinely of human interest. 

For example, we might recall when 
your fishing partner and you heard 
that strike of that big black bass that 
sounded like a .22 rifle shot in the 
early morning air. Remember that first 
jump, and the excitement when you saw the size 
of him? Then he jumped again, and again. That 
was your opportunity to make it possible for others 
to see him, too. But no one else ever did because 
the bass headed for deep water, and your partner's 
line fouled under a fallen tree. 

Then there was the time another fishing buddy 
tied into a big one. He was standing in the boat, 
and then, suddenly, he was overboard in waist- 
high water, still clinging to the rod and reel. His 
glasses were water-soaked, and slid down over his 
nose. Remember how seriously he fought that bass, 
but how funny he looked? The bass didn't get away, 
but the story today can be brought to life only with 
words. 

There may have been the day, too, when you took 
a small boy fishing for his first time. He had eagerly 
waited for the trip and the experience of landing a 
fish. Luck was with him for a while, because he 
did hook one and played him until it was near the 
boat. Mr. Bass then took that final lunge, and it was 
too much for the inexperienced angler. Remember 
how the tears began to stream down his face as he 
cried: “I want my fish! That wasn’t fair! I want my 
fish!”? Many a man has felt like weeping, but the 
youngster let his emotions go. What a scene to 
remember. 

Start thinking back about many such experiences, 
and possibly you can recall some of them as you sit 
around the fishing shack in the evening swapping 
stories. But what a shame more people can not 
share them with you, or see them more vividly! 





¥ John Ww. Dillin 





Record Your Experiences 


Those incidents don't escape every 
angler, or hunter, either. Add one more 
hobby and piece of equipment to your 
gear and you will never regret it. Of 
course, I mean a camera. One piece of 
equipment too many? Never! There 
are many outdoorsmen who make it 
their first essential. There are hun- 
dreds who prefer shooting with a 
camera to shooting with a gun. 

The camera need not be big and 
bulky. Swing a .35-mm camera over your shoulder. 
That’s the size that sometimes is referred to as the 
“candid” camera. Use a fairly fast film, with an 
emulsion speed of 50 or 100, then ask your camera 
shop to develop your film in a fine grain developer. 

Little box cameras are good, too. Hold them 
steady and they'll take surprisingly good pictures. 

If you can afford one, get an adjustable camera 
that you can shoot at 1/200th. of a second with an 
aperature of f.16. This will stop action, and give you 
good exposure with fast film. 

Whatever camera you use, add a sunshade. In the 
excitement, many pictures have been ruined by sun 
reflecting on the lens. 

And one more important thing is to try to shoot 
your picture when the subject least expects it. 

Practice photography and you will never regret it. 
Slip those pictures into your kit for those around- 
the-fireplace chats so that you can illustrate and 
prove your story. And preserve the negatives so that 
some day you might send a selection of your better 
photographs to an outdoor magazine. Who knows, 
your stories and pictures might bring dividends. 
Even if they don't, the day will come when you can 
thumb through your photo album and relive many 
of those thrilling outdoor experiences that come 
only once in a lifetime. 








Director of Public Relations 
Marine Studios, Inc. 


Another in a series prepared by members of the Florida Outdoor Writers Association. 





(IMustration for ‘“The Disappearing Panther’’—-FLORIDA WILDLIFE, October, 1950.) 


Only Florida Wildlite brings you scenes like this... 
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at CRYSTAL RIVER 
on U.S. Highway 19 
one hour north of TAMPA 





Partial view 
of PARADISE POINT 
from the river 


HERE'S something new under the Flor- 
ida sun... the finest, most luxurious resort 
of its kind in the nation! On the interior you 
live in an atmosphere equal to the Waldorf. 
Outdoors you are in one of the world’s most 
famous fishing and hunting grounds. Paradise 
Point is newer than tomorrow . . . open for 
your inspection and reservations. Here’s a sight 
you wont want to miss .. . be sure to see it! 


Fishing is fine at Paradise Point 


CRYSTAL 
RIVER 












Part of magnificent 
PARADISE POINT 
taken from inland 















Furnished in the finest 
most modern manner 


mio 8 @ sis © t ADO. Be a ey 
. \ : } 


“RONNIE GREEN, Manage, 
® Paradise Point @ Crystal Riter;Flae" = 
» Sénd your new. color folder and? 

rates to: 








... SAM PICKARD, owner 


